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Mission 
Stafford Township School District, together with parents and community, shall provide a secure, 
nurturing environment that promotes a positive self-image through solid educational achievements 
that promote attainment of the core curriculum content standards and promotes behavior enabling our 
students to become life-long learners in a technological society. 

 
Philosophy 
Social studies is the integrated study of the social sciences to prepare young people to become 
responsible citizens.  The purpose of the Stafford Township School District social studies curriculum is 
to develop social understanding and civic efficacy (the readiness and willingness to assume 
citizenship responsibilities and to make informed and reasoned decisions for the public good as 
citizens of a democratic society.)  This social studies curriculum builds the following capacities in 
young people: disciplinary knowledge, thinking skills, commitment to American democratic values, 
and citizen participation in a global society. 
 
This social studies curriculum is aligned with the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for 
Social Studies.  It is divided into six strands ï social studies skills, civics, world history, United 
States/New Jersey history, geography, and economics. These strands are subtopics that help 
teachers identify the specific skills and content for each grade level.  Every child will be provided with 
the opportunity to acquire the knowledge and skills needed for competent participation in social, 
political, and economic life.   
 
Promoting and respecting individual student growth, the social studies program recognizes that: 

 Students gain an understanding and appreciation of American traditions and values based on 
knowledge of history and of the development and functioning of the American constitutional 
system of government; 

 Develop critical thinking skills which enable them to function as lifelong learners and to 
examine and evaluate issues of importance to all Americans; 

 Acquire basic literacy in the core disciplines of social studies and have the understandings 
needed to apply this knowledge to their lives and citizens; 

 Understand world history as the context for United States history and as a record of the great 
civilizations and cultures of the past and present;  

 Participate in activities that enhance the common good and increase the general welfare. 
 
As a result, teachers in the Stafford Township School District have clear responsibilities to help all 
children think, read, write, listen, and speak.  Therefore, they will: 

 Have high expectations for all students. 

 Promote the teaching of critical thinking. 

 Value the needs of students as key elements in instructional planning. 

 Provide adequate resources for children to explore the content area. 

 Relate current events as needed to enhance content area instruction. 

 Communicate regularly and clearly with parents/guardians and encourage them to be a part of 
the learning process. 

 Teach the full spectrum of social studies outlined by the provided strands. 
 
Vision/Statement of Beliefs 
The focus of teaching and learning social studies skills, civics, economics, world and U.S history, and 
geography is for the development of essential knowledge and skills. Students must develop a 
thorough knowledge of basic concepts that can apply in a wide range of situations. They must also 
develop the broad-based skills that are vital to succeed in the world of work: they must learn to 
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evaluate different points of view and examine information critically to solve problems and make 
decisions on a variety of issues.  Overall, social studies learning seeks to examine and understand 
communities, from the local to the global, their various heritages, physical systems, and the nature of 
citizenship within them. Students acquire knowledge of key social studies concepts, including change, 
culture, environment, power, and the dynamics of the marketplace. They learn about the United 
States and the role of citizens in a democratic society within a culturally diverse and interdependent 
world. They also acquire skills of inquiry and communication through field studies and other research 
projects; through the use of maps, globes, and models; and through the consideration of various 
forms of historical evidence. Students apply these skills to develop an understanding of American 
identity and democratic values, to evaluate different points of view, and to examine information 
critically in order to solve problems and make decisions on issues that are relevant to their lives. 
 
General expectations for every grade level include the following: 

 Students and teachers are focused on what is to be learned. 

 Students are aware of why it is important to learn the task at hand. 

 Students are taught explicitly through explanation and modeling. 

 Teachers use authentic tasks to ensure application of learning and not those materials created 
solely for the practice of a particular skill. 

 Teachers monitor student progress and make adjustments in their teaching to ensure the 
success of all students. 

 Teachers know that certain skills and strategies need to be taught to automaticity but do not 
impede student progress by holding them back until they are mastered. Instead they find 
alternate ways to promote understanding as they continue to move forward. 

 
Curriculum Integration 
Many opportunities exist to integrate the social studies standards into other content areas.  Curriculum 
integration can often save limited instructional time while providing students an additional opportunity 
to apply previously learned skills and knowledge.  Curriculum integration is encouraged.   
 
Character Counts! 
Character Counts! is a nationally recognized program based on six shared values ï values that are 
clear and unequivocal ï that should be taught to all age groups.  This program has been endorsed by 
The Stafford Township Board of Education.  Efforts are underway to focus on these six values or 
pillars through building and/or community activities.  The six pillars of character are trustworthiness, 
caring, respect, responsibility, fairness, and citizenship.   
 
Holidays 
Holidays that focus on historical figures and/or events provide natural opportunities for reflection, 
review, and for building a greater depth of understanding about the contributions individuals and 
organized groups have made to our history.    
 
Appropriate Benchmark Assessment 
The primary purpose of benchmark assessment and evaluation is to improve student learning. 
Information gathered through benchmark assessment helps teachers determine students' strengths 
and weaknesses in their achievement of the curriculum expectations in each grade. This information 
also serves to guide teachers in adapting curriculum and instructional approaches to students' needs 
and in assessing the overall effectiveness of programs and classroom practices.  Benchmark 
assessment is the process of gathering information from a variety of sources (including assignments, 
demonstrations, projects, performances, and tests) that accurately reflects how well a student is 
achieving the curriculum expectations in a subject. As part of benchmark assessment, teachers 
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provide students with descriptive feedback that guides their efforts towards improvement. Evaluation 
refers to the process of judging the quality of student work on the basis of established criteria, and 
assigning a value to represent that quality. Benchmark assessment and evaluation will be based on 
the curriculum expectations and the achievement levels outlined in this document.  In order to ensure 
that benchmark assessment and evaluation are valid and reliable, and that they lead to the 
improvement of student learning, teachers must use benchmark assessment and evaluation 
strategies that: 

 address both what students learn and how well they learn;  

 are varied in nature, administered over a period of time, and designed to provide opportunities 
for students to demonstrate the full range of their learning;  

 are appropriate for the learning activities used, the purposes of instruction, and the needs and 
experiences of the students;  

 are fair to all students;  

 ensure that each student is given clear directions for improvement;  

 promote students' ability to assess their own learning and to set specific goals;  

 include the use of samples of students' work that provide evidence of their achievement;  

 are communicated clearly to students and parents at the beginning of the school year and at 
other appropriate points throughout the year. 

 
Learning Outcomes 
Learning outcomes drive instruction and provide teachers with a blue print of grade level expectations.  
These learning outcomes have been directly aligned with the NJCCS (2004) and are designed to 
ensure student success. 
 
Grade 1 

Standard 6.1 Social Studies Skills  
All students will utilize historical thinking, problem solving, and research skills to maximize their 
understanding of civics, history, geography and economics.  

Big Idea: The development of social studies skills enables learners to apply the concept of time, location, 
distance, relationships and points of view to the study of contemporary and past peoples, places, issues 
and events.  

 
Essential Question 1: 

 Whose point of view matters? 
 
Enduring Understanding 1: 
There are varying perspectives on the meaning of historical events. 

 Explain the concepts of long ago and far away. (6.1.2.A.1) 

 Apply terms related to time including past, present, and future.  (6.1.2.A.2) 
 
Essential Question 2: 

 How do you locate legitimate sources? 
 
Enduring Understanding 2: 
There are credible and questionable sources of information about historical and contemporary events. 

 Identify sources of information on local, national, and international events (e.g., books, 
newspaper, TV, radio, Internet).  (6.1.2.A.3) 

 
Essential Question 3: 

 How are present events related to past events? 
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Enduring Understanding 3: 
Historians establish justifiable timelines to connect significant events. 

 Retell events or stories with accuracy and appropriate sequencing. (6.1.2.A.4) 

 Develop simple timelines. (6.1.2.A.5) 
 

Standard 6.2 Civics  
All students will know, understand and appreciate the values and principles of American democracy and 
the rights, responsibilities and roles of a citizen in the nation and the world.  

Big Idea: An understanding of the historical foundations and underlying values and principles of American 
democracy prepares learners to make informed, responsible decisions as citizens and to value participation 
as citizens of the nation and the world.  

 
Essential Questions 1 and 2: 

 What is government and what can it do? 

 Why do rules, laws and government not always preserve individual rights and the common 
good? What can be done about it? 

 
Enduring Understandings 1, 2 and 3: 

 Societies require rules, laws and government. 

 Governments can change based on the needs of people, their society and their culture. 

 Citizens can influence government in many ways if they choose to participate. 
 

Civic Life, Politics, and Government: 

 Explain the need for rules, laws, and government. (6.2.2.A.1) 

 Give examples of authority and recognize problems that might arise from lack of effective 
authority. (6.2.2.A.2) 

 Describe how American citizens can participate in community and political life. (6.2.2.A.3) 

 Explain that justice means fairness to all. (6.2.2.A.4) 

 Explain that a responsibility means something you must or should do. (6.2.2.A.5) 

 Explore basic concepts of diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others. (6.2.2.A.6) 
 
Essential Question 3: 

 How have the basic values and principles of American democracy changed and in what ways 
have they been preserved? 

 
Essential Questions 4, 5 and 6: 

 How does the government established by the Constitution embody the purposes, values and 
principles of the American dream? 

 How can a government decision be based on a Constitution that does not explicitly state the 
answer? 

 Why have the roles and responsibilities of U.S. citizens changed? 
 
Enduring Understanding 4, 5: 
The Constitution is a living document that helps in defining the roles and responsibilities of 
government and of citizens. 
 
Our government was founded on the principles of fairness, equality and respect for diversity.  
American Values and Principles:  
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 Identify symbols of American values and beliefs such as the American Flag and the Statue of 
Liberty. (6.2.2.B.1) 

 
The Constitution and American Democracy: 

 Identify community and government leaders (e.g., mayor, town council, President of the United 
States). (6.2.2.C.1) 

 
Essential Questions 7 and 8: 

 How can citizens and groups participate effectively in the democratic process? 

 Can the rights of American citizens ever cause conflict among them? 
 

Enduring Understandings 6, 7 and 8: 

 Citizenship is a lifelong endeavor. 

 It is the responsibility of citizens to actively participate in government; otherwise, the country is 
run by a few for the few. 

 Protecting the common good may require sacrificing individual rights.  Maintaining that fragile 
balance is the collective role of all citizens. 

 
Citizenship: 

 Identify examples of responsible citizenship in the school setting. (6.2.2.D.1) 

 Recognize real people and fictional characters who have demonstrated responsible leadership 
and citizenship and identify the characteristics that have made them good examples. 
(6.2.2.D.2) 

 
Essential Questions 9, 10 and 11: 

 What is the formal and informal relationship of the United States to other nations? 

 What social, political, and economic opportunities and problems arise when cultures interact? 

 How do we affirm individual and group identities and at the same time learn to respect and 
appreciate the identities of others? 
 

Enduring Understandings 9, 10 and 11: 

 Nations interact with each through trade, treaties and use of force. 

 The earth is a global community where the actions of one country can affect lives in other 
countries. 

 The U.S. view of global issues and challenges may not be the same as the views held by other 
countries and cultures. 

 
International Education: Global Challenges, Cultures, and Connections: 

 Explain that the United States is a diverse nation and one of many nations in the world. 
(6.2.2.E.1) 

 Identify traditions and celebrations of various cultures (e.g., Chinese New Year, Cinco de 
Mayo). (6.2.2.E.2) 

 Participate in activities such as dance, song, and games that represent various cultures. 
(6.2.2.E.3) 
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Standard 6.3 World History  
All students will demonstrate knowledge of World History in order to understand life and events in the past 
and how they relate to the present and the future.  

Big Idea: World history prepares students to become informed global citizens able to interact with people 
from other cultures and understand their perspectives by learning and thinking critically about 
contemporary and past societies.  

 
Students will learn content and skills found in social studies skills and civics. 

 
Standard 6.4 United States/New Jersey History  
All students will demonstrate knowledge of United States and New Jersey history in order to understand life 
and events in the past and how they relate to the present and future.  

Big Idea: The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship 
between past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that 
informs both thinking and action.  

 
Essential Questions 1, 2, 3 and 4: 

 How have my familyôs heritage and traditions influenced my current family life? 

 How am I connected to the past? 

 Why can traditions sometimes not be maintained? 

 What impact has New Jersey made on American history? 
 

Enduring Understanding 1: 
Many cultural traditions and heritages contribute to our stateôs and nationôs diversity. 
 
Family and Community Life: 

 Recognize change and continuity in their lives. (6.4.2.A.1) 

 Describe their family history through two generations. (6.4.2.A.2) 

 Compare family life today with long ago. (6.4.2.A.3) 

 Tell about their family heritage using stories, songs, and drawings. (6.4.2.A.4) 
 
Essential Question 5: 
As a nation of immigrants, how should immigration best be regulated? 
 
Enduring Understanding 2: 
The United States is a nation of immigrants. 
 
State and Nation: 

 Recognize the names of major figures in American history, including George Washington, 
Abraham Lincoln, Sacajawea, Harriet Tubman, Susan B. Anthony, and Martin Luther King Jr. 
(6.4.2.B.1) 

 Discuss the contributions of important women, African Americans, and Native Americans to 
United States and New Jersey history. (6.4.2.B.2) 

 Explain the historical significance of major national holidays (e.g. Independence Day, Labor 
Day) and American symbols. (6.4.2.B.3) 

 Relate why important national buildings, statues, and monuments are associated with our 
national history. (6.4.2.B.4) 
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Standard 6.5 Economics  
All students will acquire an understanding of key economic principles.  

Big Idea: The study of economics fosters an understanding of the management of resources in the global, 
public and private sectors and in individual decision making.  

 
Essential Question 1: 

 How is price determined? 
 
Enduring Understanding 1: 

 Supply and demand is a basic economic principle in a capitalist society. 
 
Economic Literacy 

 Identify the basic goods and services a family needs for everyday life. (6.5.2.A.1) 

 Explain how the products individuals eat, wear, and use impact their health and safety and the 
environment. (6.5.2.A.2) 

 Identify various forms of currency (e.g., penny, nickel, quarter, and dollar). (6.5.2.A.3)  

 Explain what it means to ñsaveò money. (6.5.2.A.4) 
 
Essential Question 2: 

 Why is the United States economically prosperous? 
 
Enduring Understanding 2: 
The rise of the standard of living in the United States is determined by a variety of factors. 
 
Economics and Society: 

 Identify various jobs and explain how workers in these jobs receive income for their work. 
(6.5.2.B.1) 

 
Standard 6.6 Geography  
All students will apply understanding of knowledge of spatial relationships and other geographic skills to 
understand human behavior in relation to the physical and cultural environment.  

Big Idea: Knowledge of geography and application of geographic skills enables students to understand 
relationships between people, their behavior, places and the environment for problem solving and 
historical understanding.  

 
Essential Question 1: 

 How do geographic tools and technologies pose and answer questions about spatial 
distributions and patterns on Earth? 

 
Enduring Understanding 1: 
Technological tools such as GIS, GPS and the internet assist with solving problems related to 
understanding location, distance and direction. 
 
The World in Spatial Terms: 

 Explain the spatial concepts of location, distance and direction, including:  
ü The location of school, home, neighborhood, community, state, and country.  
ü The relative location of the community and places within it.  
ü The location of continents and oceans.  (6.6.2.A.1) 

 Explain that the globe is a model of the Earth and maps are representations of local and 
distant places. (6.6.2.A.2) 
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 Demonstrate basic globe and map skills. (6.6.2.A.3) 
 
Essential Question 2: 

 How does human migration affect a region? 
 
Enduring Understandings 2 and 3: 

 Both the physical characteristics and human inhabitants of regions change over time. 

 Regional geographic differences can result in social, economic and political differences. 
 
Places and Regions: 

 Describe the physical features of places and regions on a simple scale. (6.6.2.B.1) 

 Describe the physical and human characteristics of places. (6.6.2.B.2) 
 
Essential Questions 3 and 4: 

 Is geography destiny? 

 How do natural resources affect the course of history? 
 

Enduring Understandings 4 and 5: 

 Where we live influences how we live. 

 Natural resources determine a nationôs wealth. 
 
Physical Systems: 

 Recognize that the relationship of the Earth to the sun affects weather conditions, climate, and 
seasons. (6.6.2.C.1) 

 
Essential Questions 5, 6 and 7: 

 What are the potential limits of technology? 

 How do human activity and environment affect each other? 

 How big a threat is global warming? 
 

Enduring Understandings 6 and 7: 

 Innovations in technology have resulted in an interconnected world. 

 Technological changes impact the environment. 
 
Human Systems: 

 Identify the types of transportation used to move goods and people. (6.6.2.D.1) 

 Identify the modes of communication used to transmit ideas. (6.6.2.D.2) 
 
Environment and Society: 

 Describe the role of resources such as air, land, water, and plants in everyday life. (6.6.2.E.1) 

 Describe the impact of weather on everyday life. (6.6.2.E.2) 

 Act on small-scale, personalized environmental issues such as littering and recycling, and 
explain why such actions are important. (6.6.2.E.3) 
 

Essential Questions:   

 What makes a family? 

 How does geography affect the family?   

 How does culture affect the family? 

 How can I be a responsible citizen at home, in school, or in the community? 
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 How does a family unit function? 

 How do we keep our familyôs history alive? 

 How does our family reflect our past?  How can a family change? 
 
Suggested Activities 

 Famous United States Presidents timeline. 

 Create an American Flag. 

 Build an election campaign. 

 Write a story about living in the past. 

 Class poll about managing money- graph the results. 

 Orienteering to develop map skills. 

 Identify community and government leaders (e.g., mayor, President of the United States). 

 Use literature books to recognize the physical features and culture of places and regions.  

 Identify symbols of American values and beliefs (e.g., the American Flag and the Statue of 
Liberty) and relate why important national buildings, statues, and monuments are associated 
with our national history. 

 
Benchmark Assessment 

 Teacher created tests, quizzes, projects, etc. 

 Class discussions 

 Demonstrations 

 Self-reflections 
 
Additional Resources: 

 http://www.education-world.com/a_tsl/archives/soc_sci.shtml 

 http://www.maps101.com/ 

 http://www.state.nj.us/education/njpep/index.html 

 Primary documents, software, videotapes, maps, globes 

 Teacher directed materials 
 
Technology 

Students will use technology in social studies classrooms to: 
Å Access and retrieve information responsibly to support learning. 
Å Present social studies information in a variety of visual forms. 
Å Use simulations to acquire an understanding of social studies concepts. 
Å Communicate understandings of social studies content and processes. 

 
Grade 2 

Standard 6.1 Social Studies Skills  
All students will utilize historical thinking, problem solving, and research skills to maximize their 
understanding of civics, history, geography and economics.  

Big Idea: The development of social studies skills enables learners to apply the concept of time, location, 
distance, relationships and points of view to the study of contemporary and past peoples, places, issues 
and events.  

 
Essential Question 1: 

 Whose point of view matters? 
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Enduring Understanding 1: 
There are varying perspectives on the meaning of historical events. 

 Explain the concepts of long ago and far away (6.1.2.A.1) 

 Apply terms related to time including past, present, and future.  (6.1.2.A.2) 
 

Essential Question 2: 

 How do you locate legitimate sources? 
 
Enduring Understanding 2: 
There are credible and questionable sources of information about historical and contemporary events. 

 Identify sources of information on local, national, and international events (e.g., books, 
newspaper, TV, radio, Internet).  (6.1.2.A.3) 
 

Essential Question 3: 

 How are present events related to past events? 
 
Enduring Understanding 3: 
Historians establish justifiable timelines to connect significant events. 

 Retell events or stories with accuracy and appropriate sequencing. (6.1.2.A.4) 

 Develop simple timelines. (6.1.2.A.5) 
 

 
Essential Questions 1 and 2: 

 What is government and what can it do? 

 Why do rules, laws and government not always preserve individual rights and the common 
good? What can be done about it? 

 
Enduring Understandings 1, 2 and 3: 

 Societies require rules, laws and government. 

 Governments can change based on the needs of people, their society and their culture. 

 Citizens can influence government in many ways if they choose to participate. 
 
Civic Life, Politics, and Government: 

 Explain the need for rules, laws, and government. (6.2.2.A.1) 

 Give examples of authority and recognize problems that might arise from lack of effective 
authority. (6.2.2.A.2) 

 Describe how American citizens can participate in community and political life. (6.2.2.A.3) 

 Explain that justice means fairness to all. (6.2.2.A.4) 

 Explain that a responsibility means something you must or should do. (6.2.2.A.5) 

 Explore basic concepts of diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others. (6.2.2.A.6) 
 

 
 

Standard 6.2 Civics  
All students will know, understand and appreciate the values and principles of American democracy and 
the rights, responsibilities and roles of a citizen in the nation and the world.  

Big Idea: An understanding of the historical foundations and underlying values and principles of American 
democracy prepares learners to make informed, responsible decisions as citizens and to value participation 
as citizens of the nation and the world.  
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Essential Question 3: 

 How have the basic values and principles of American democracy changed and in what ways 
have they been preserved? 

 
Enduring Understanding 4: 

 Our government was founded on the principles of fairness, equality and respect for diversity.  
 
American Values and Principles:  

 Identify symbols of American values and beliefs such as the American Flag and the Statue of 
Liberty. (6.2.2.B.1) 
 

Essential Questions 4, 5 and 6: 

 How does the government established by the Constitution embody the purposes, values and 
principles of the American dream? 

 How can a government decision be based on a Constitution that does not explicitly state the 
answer? 

 Why have the roles and responsibilities of U.S. citizens changed? 
 
Enduring Understanding 5: 
The Constitution is a living document that helps in defining the roles and responsibilities of 
government and of citizens. 
 
The Constitution and American Democracy: 

 Identify community and government leaders (e.g., mayor, town council, President of the United 
States). (6.2.2.C.1) 
 

Essential Questions 7 and 8: 

 How can citizens and groups participate effectively in the democratic process? 

 Can the rights of American citizens ever cause conflict among them? 
 
Enduring Understandings 6, 7 and 8: 

 Citizenship is a lifelong endeavor. 

 It is the responsibility of citizens to actively participate in government; otherwise, the country is 
run by a few for the few. 

 Protecting the common good may require sacrificing individual rights.  Maintaining that fragile 
balance is the collective role of all citizens. 

 
Citizenship: 

 Identify examples of responsible citizenship in the school setting. (6.2.2.D.1) 

 Recognize real people and fictional characters who have demonstrated responsible leadership 
and citizenship and identify the characteristics that have made them good examples. 
(6.2.2.D.2) 
 

Essential Questions 9, 10 and 11: 

 What is the formal and informal relationship of the United States to other nations? 

 What social, political, and economic opportunities and problems arise when cultures interact? 

 How do we affirm individual and group identities and at the same time learn to respect and 
appreciate the identities of others? 
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Enduring Understandings 9, 10 and 11: 

 Nations interact with each through trade, treaties and use of force. 

 The earth is a global community where the actions of one country can affect lives in other 
countries. 

 The U.S. view of global issues and challenges may not be the same as the views held by other 
countries and cultures. 

 
International Education: Global Challenges, Cultures, and Connections: 

 Explain that the United States is a diverse nation and one of many nations in the world. 
(6.2.2.E.1) 

 Identify traditions and celebrations of various cultures (e.g., Chinese New Year, Cinco de 
Mayo). (6.2.2.E.2) 

 Participate in activities such as dance, song, and games that represent various cultures. 
(6.2.2.E.3) 
 

 
Students will learn content and skills found in social studies skills and civics. 
 

 
Essential Questions 1, 2, 3 and 4: 

 How have my familyôs heritage and traditions influenced my current family life? 

 How am I connected to the past? 

 Why can traditions sometimes not be maintained? 

 What impact has New Jersey made on American history? 
 
Enduring Understanding 1: 
Many cultural traditions and heritages contribute to our stateôs and nationôs diversity. 
 
Family and Community Life: 

 Recognize change and continuity in their lives. (6.4.2.A.1) 

 Describe their family history through two generations. (6.4.2.A.2) 

 Compare family life today with long ago. (6.4.2.A.3) 

 Tell about their family heritage using stories, songs, and drawings. (6.4.2.A.4) 
 

Essential Question 5: 

 As a nation of immigrants, how should immigration best be regulated? 

Standard 6.3 World History  
All students will demonstrate knowledge of World History in order to understand life and events in the past 
and how they relate to the present and the future.  

Big Idea: World history prepares students to become informed global citizens able to interact with people 
from other cultures and understand their perspectives by learning and thinking critically about 
contemporary and past societies.  

Standard 6.4 United States/New Jersey History  
All students will demonstrate knowledge of United States and New Jersey history in order to understand life and 
events in the past and how they relate to the present and future.  

Big Idea: The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both thinking 
and action.  
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Enduring Understanding 2: 
The United States is a nation of immigrants. 
 
State and Nation: 

 Recognize the names of major figures in American history, including George Washington, 
Abraham Lincoln, Sacajawea, Harriet Tubman, Susan B. Anthony, and Martin Luther King Jr. 
(6.4.2.B.1) 

 Discuss the contributions of important women, African Americans, and Native Americans to 
United States and New Jersey history. (6.4.2.B.2) 

 Explain the historical significance of major national holidays (e.g. Independence Day, Labor 
Day) and American symbols. (6.4.2.B.3) 

 Relate why important national buildings, statues, and monuments are associated with our 
national history. (6.4.2.B.4) 

 
Standard 6.5 Economics  
All students will acquire an understanding of key economic principles.  

Big Idea: The study of economics fosters an understanding of the management of resources in the global, 
public and private sectors and in individual decision making.  

 
Essential Question 1: 

 How is price determined? 
 
Enduring Understanding 1: 
Supply and demand is a basic economic principle in a capitalist society. 
 
Economic Literacy 

 Identify the basic goods and services a family needs for everyday life. (6.5.2.A.1) 

 Explain how the products individuals eat, wear, and use impact their health and safety and the 
environment. (6.5.2.A.2) 

 Identify various forms of currency (e.g., penny, nickel, quarter, and dollar). (6.5.2.A.3)  

 Explain what it means to ñsaveò money. (6.5.2.A.4) 

  
Essential Question 2: 

 Why is the United States economically prosperous? 
 
Enduring Understanding 2: 
The rise of the standard of living in the United States is determined by a variety of factors. 
 
Economics and Society: 

 Identify various jobs and explain how workers in these jobs receive income for their work. 
(6.5.2.B.1) 

 
Standard 6.6 Geography  
All students will apply understanding of knowledge of spatial relationships and other geographic skills to 
understand human behavior in relation to the physical and cultural environment.  

Big Idea: Knowledge of geography and application of geographic skills enables students to understand 
relationships between people, their behavior, places and the environment for problem solving and 
historical understanding.  
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Essential Question 1: 

 How do geographic tools and technologies pose and answer questions about spatial 
distributions and patterns on Earth? 

 
Enduring Understanding 1: 
Technological tools such as GIS, GPS and the internet assist with solving problems related to 
understanding location, distance and direction. 
 
The World in Spatial Terms: 

 Explain the spatial concepts of location, distance and direction, including:  
ü The location of school, home, neighborhood, community, state, and country.  
ü The relative location of the community and places within it. 
ü The location of continents and oceans. (6.6.2.A.1) 

 Explain that the globe is a model of the Earth and maps are representations of local and 
distant places. (6.6.2.A.2) 

 Demonstrate basic globe and map skills. (6.6.2.A.3) 
 

Essential Question 2: 

 How does human migration affect a region? 
 
Enduring Understandings 2 and 3: 
-Both the physical characteristics and human inhabitants of regions change over time. 
-Regional geographic differences can result in social, economic and political differences. 
 
Places and Regions: 

 Describe the physical features of places and regions on a simple scale. (6.6.2.B.1) 

 Describe the physical and human characteristics of places. (6.6.2.B.2) 
 

Essential Questions 3 and 4: 

 Is geography destiny? 

 How do natural resources affect the course of history? 
 
Enduring Understandings 4 and 5: 

 Where we live influences how we live. 

 Natural resources determine a nationôs wealth. 
 
Physical Systems: 

 Recognize that the relationship of the Earth to the sun affects weather conditions, climate, and 
seasons. (6.6.2.C.1) 
 

Essential Questions 5, 6 and 7: 

 What are the potential limits of technology? 

 How do human activity and environment affect each other? 

 How big a threat is global warming? 
 
Enduring Understandings 6 and 7: 

 Innovations in technology have resulted in an interconnected world. 

 Technological changes impact the environment. 
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Human Systems: 

 Identify the types of transportation used to move goods and people. (6.6.2.D.1) 

 Identify the modes of communication used to transmit ideas. (6.6.2.D.2) 
 
Environment and Society: 

 Describe the role of resources such as air, land, water, and plants in everyday life. (6.6.2.E.1) 

 Describe the impact of weather on everyday life. (6.6.2.E.2) 

 Act on small-scale, personalized environmental issues such as littering and recycling, and 
explain why such actions are important. (6.6.2.E.3) 

 
Essential Questions:   

 What makes a community? 

 What does geography tell us about a community?  What does the community look like? 

 How does culture affect our community? 

 How can I be a responsible citizen at home, in school, or in the community? 

 How does a community function? 

 How do we keep our communityôs history alive? 

 How does our community reflect our past?  How has the community changed? 
 
Suggested Activities: 

 Famous United States Presidents timeline. 

 Create an American Flag. 

 Build an election campaign. 

 Write a story about living in the past. 

 Class poll about managing money- graph the results. 

 Orienteering to develop map skills. 

 Identify community and government leaders (e.g., mayor, town council, President of the United 
States). 

 Use literature to identify types of transportation used to move goods and people and modes of 
communication used to transmit ideas. 

 Retell events or stories with accuracy and appropriate sequencing. 

 Recognize the names of major figures in American history, including George Washington, 
Abraham Lincoln, Sacajawea, Harriet Tubman, Susan B. Anthony, and Martin Luther King Jr. 

 Identify symbols of American values and beliefs (e.g., the American Flag and the Statue of 
Liberty) and relate why important national buildings, statues, and monuments are associated 
with our national history. 

 
Benchmark Assessment: 

 Teacher created tests, quizzes, projects, etc. 

 Class discussions 

 Demonstrations 

 Self-reflections 
 
Additional Resources: 

 http://www.education-world.com/a_tsl/archives/soc_sci.shtml 

 http://www.maps101.com/ 

 http://www.state.nj.us/education/njpep/index.html 

 Primary documents, software, videotapes, maps, globes 

 Teacher directed materials 
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Technology: 
Students will use technology in social studies classrooms to: 

 Access and retrieve information responsibly to support learning. 

 Present social studies information in a variety of visual forms. 

 Use simulations to acquire an understanding of social studies concepts. 

 Communicate understandings of social studies content and processes 
 
Grade 3 

Standard 6.1 Social Studies Skills  
All students will utilize historical thinking, problem solving, and research skills to maximize their 
understanding of civics, history, geography and economics.  

Big Idea: The development of social studies skills enables learners to apply the concept of time, location, 
distance, relationships and points of view to the study of contemporary and past peoples, places, issues 
and events.  

 
Essential Question 1: 

 Whose point of view matters? 
 
Enduring Understanding 1: 
There are varying perspectives on the meaning of historical events. 

 Explain how present events are connected to the past. (6.1.4.A.1) 

 Apply terms related to time including years, decades, centuries, and generations. (6.1.4.A.2)  
 
Essential Question 2: 

 How do you locate legitimate sources? 
 
Enduring Understanding 2: 
There are credible and questionable sources of information about historical and contemporary events. 

 Locate sources for the same information (e.g., weather forecast on TV, the Internet or in a 
newspaper). (6.1.4.A.3) 

 
Essential Question 3: 

 How are present events related to past events? 
 
Enduring Understanding 3: 
Historians establish justifiable timelines to connect significant events. 

 Organize events in a time line. (6.1.4.A.4) 

 Distinguish fact from fiction. (6.1.4.A.6) 
 

Standard 6.2 Civics  
All students will know, understand and appreciate the values and principles of American democracy and 
the rights, responsibilities and roles of a citizen in the nation and the world.  

Big Idea: An understanding of the historical foundations and underlying values and principles of American 
democracy prepares learners to make informed, responsible decisions as citizens and to value participation 
as citizens of the nation and the world.  

 
Essential Questions 1 and 2: 

 What is government and what can it do? 
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 Why do rules, laws and government not always preserve individual rights and the common 
good? What can be done about it? 

 
Enduring Understandings 1, 2 and 3: 

 Societies require rules, laws and government. 

 Governments can change based on the needs of people, their society and their culture. 

 Citizens can influence government in many ways if they choose to participate. 
 
Civic Life, Politics, and Government: 

 Describe the characteristics of an effective rule or law (e.g., achieves purpose, clear, fair, 
protects rights and the common good). (6.2.4.A.1) 

 Recognize that government exists at the community, county, state and federal levels. 
(6.2.4.A.3) 
 

Essential Question 3: 

 How have the basic values and principles of American democracy changed and in what ways 
have they been preserved? 

 
Enduring Understanding 4: 
Our government was founded on the principles of fairness, equality and respect for diversity.  
 
American Values and Principles:  

 Identify the fundamental values and principles of American democracy expressed in the 
Pledge of Allegiance, the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution and the 
Bill of Rights, and the first New Jersey Constitution. (6.2.4.B.1) 

 Describe how American values and beliefs, such as equality of opportunity, fairness to all, 
equal justice, separation of church and state, and the rights guaranteed by the United States 
Constitution and the Bill of Rights, contribute to the continuation and improvement of American 
democracy. (6.2.4.B.3) 
 

Essential Questions 4, 5 and 6: 

 How does the government established by the Constitution embody the purposes, values and 
principles of the American dream? 

 How can a government decision be based on a Constitution that does not explicitly state the 
answer? 

 Why have the roles and responsibilities of U.S. citizens changed? 
 
Enduring Understanding 5: 
The Constitution is a living document that helps in defining the roles and responsibilities of 
government and of citizens. 
 
The Constitution and American Democracy: 

 Discuss how the Constitution describes how the United States government is organized and 
how it defines and limits the power of government. (6.2.4.C.1) 

 Discuss how the governmental bodies make decisions and explain the impact of those 
decisions on school and community life. (6.2.4.C.2) 

 Identify major services provided by state and local government. (6.2.4.C.3) 
 

Essential Questions 7 and 8: 

 How can citizens and groups participate effectively in the democratic process? 
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 Can the rights of American citizens ever cause conflict among them? 
 
Enduring Understandings 6, 7 and 8: 

 Citizenship is a lifelong endeavor. 

 It is the responsibility of citizens to actively participate in government; otherwise, the country is 
run by a few for the few. 

 Protecting the common good may require sacrificing individual rights.  Maintaining that fragile 
balance is the collective role of all citizens. 

 
Citizenship: 

 Explain that a citizen is a legally recognized member of the United States with rights and 
responsibilities, such as voting elections and serving on juries. (6.2.4.D.1) 

 Describe the significant characteristics of an effective citizen and discuss ways to influence 
public policy (e.g., serving in elected office, working on a campaign). (6.2.4.D.2) 
 

Essential Questions 9, 10 and 11: 

 What is the formal and informal relationship of the United States to other nations? 

 What social, political, and economic opportunities and problems arise when cultures interact? 

 How do we affirm individual and group identities and at the same time learn to respect and 
appreciate the identities of others? 

 
Enduring Understandings 9, 10 and 11: 

 Nations interact with each through trade, treaties and use of force. 

 The earth is a global community where the actions of one country can affect lives in other 
countries. 

 The U.S. view of global issues and challenges may not be the same as the views held by other 
countries and cultures. 

 
International Education: Global Challenges, Cultures, and Connections: 

 Explain that the world is divided into many nations consisting of territory and people, with their 
own government, languages, customs, and laws. (6.2.4.E.1) 

 Identify current issues that may have a global impact (e.g., pollution, diseases) and discuss 
ways to address them. (6.2.4.E.5) 

 Explain why it is important to understand diverse peoples, ideas and cultures. (6.2.4.E.6) 

 Identify aspects of culture and heritage presented in literature, art, music, sport, or the media. 
(6.2.4.E.8) 

 

 
Students will learn content and skills found in social studies skills and civics. 
 
 

Standard 6.3 World History  
All students will demonstrate knowledge of World History in order to understand life and events in the past 
and how they relate to the present and the future.  

Big Idea: World history prepares students to become informed global citizens able to interact with people 
from other cultures and understand their perspectives by learning and thinking critically about 
contemporary and past societies.  
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Standard 6.4 United States/New Jersey History  
All students will demonstrate knowledge of United States and New Jersey history in order to understand life 
and events in the past and how they relate to the present and future.  

Big Idea: The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship 
between past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that 
informs both thinking and action.  

 
Essential Questions 1, 2, 3 and 4: 

 How have my familyôs heritage and traditions influenced my current family life? 

 How am I connected to the past? 

 Why can traditions sometimes not be maintained? 

 What impact has New Jersey made on American history? 
 
Enduring Understanding 1: 
Many cultural traditions and heritages contribute to our stateôs and nationôs diversity. 
 
Family and Community Life: 

 Discuss how families long ago expressed and transmitted their beliefs and values through oral 
tradition, literature, songs, and celebrations. (6.4.4.A.1) 

 Compare family life in a community of the past to life in a community of the present. (6.4.4.A.2) 

 Discuss the reasons why various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated to America 
and New Jersey and describe the problems they encountered. (6.4.4.A.3) 

 Discuss the history of their community, including the origins of its name, groups and 
individuals who lived there, and access to important places and buildings in the community. 
(6.4.4.A.4) 

 Explain that Americans have come from different parts of the world and have a common 
American heritage, in addition to the heritage of the countries of origin. (6.4.4.A.5) 

 Describe situations in which people from diverse backgrounds work together to solve common 
problems. (6.4.4.A.6) 
 

Essential Question 5: 

 As a nation of immigrants, how should immigration best be regulated? 
 
Enduring Understanding 2: 
The United States is a nation of immigrants. 
 
State and Nation: 

 Compare the major early cultures of the Lenape that existed in the region that became New 
Jersey prior to contact with the Europeans. (6.4.4.B.1) 

 Identify major documents and symbols in New Jersey and American history, including the 
Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution, the New 
Jersey State Seal, and Martin Luther King Jr.ôs ñI Have a Dreamò speech. (6.4.4.B.4) 

 Discuss the experiences of immigrants who came to the United States and New Jersey, 
including reasons for immigrating, experiences at Ellis Island, and working and living 
conditions in America. (6.4.4.B.6) 

 Describe the population shift from the farm to the city in New Jersey. (6.4.4.B.7) 

 Discuss the value of the American national heritage including:  
ü Diverse folklore and cultural contributions from New Jersey and other regions in the 

United States.  
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ü History and values celebrated in American songs, symbols, slogans, and major 
holidays.  

ü Historical preservation of primary documents, buildings, places of memory, and 
significant artifacts. (6.4.4.B.8) 
 

Standard 6.5 Economics  
All students will acquire an understanding of key economic principles.  

Big Idea: The study of economics fosters an understanding of the management of resources in the global, 
public and private sectors and in individual decision making.  

 
Essential Question 1: 

 How is price determined? 
 
Enduring Understanding 1: 
Supply and demand is a basic economic principle in a capitalist society. 
 
Economic Literacy 

 Distinguish between goods (e.g., objects) and services (e.g., activities). (6.5.4.A.1) 

 Distinguish between a want and a need and explain how to choose needed goods and 
services. (6.5.4.A.2) 
 

Essential Questions 2 and 3: 

 How much can business be regulated in a democratic government? 

 Why is the United States economically prosperous? 
 
Enduring Understandings 2 and 3: 
Regulation of business works better in a democracy than a dictatorship. 
The rise of the standard of living in the United States is determined by a variety of factors. 
 
Economics and Society: 

 Explain that some essential goods and services are provided by the government, such as 
roads, schools, parks, police, and fire protection. (6.5.4.B.1) 

 Describe products and services that are developed, manufactured, or grown in New Jersey. 
(6.5.4.B.2) 

 
Standard 6.6 Geography  
All students will apply understanding of knowledge of spatial relationships and other geographic skills to 
understand human behavior in relation to the physical and cultural environment.  

Big Idea: Knowledge of geography and application of geographic skills enables students to understand 
relationships between people, their behavior, places and the environment for problem solving and 
historical understanding.  

 
Essential Question 1: 

 How do geographic tools and technologies pose and answer questions about spatial 
distributions and patterns on Earth? 

 
Enduring Understanding 1: 
Technological tools such as GIS, GPS and the internet assist with solving problems related to 
understanding location, distance and direction. 
 



22 

 

The World in Spatial Terms: 

 Use physical and political maps to identify locations and spatial relationships of places within 
local and nearby communities. (6.6.4.A.1) 

 Describe and demonstrate different ways to measure distance (e.g., miles, kilometers, time). 
(6.6.4.A.2) 

 Estimate distances between two places on a map using a scale of miles. (6.6.4.A.3) 

 Identify the major cities of New Jersey, the United States, and the world. (6.6.4.A.4) 

 Identify the major countries, continents, bodies of water, and mountain ranges of the world. 
(6.6.4.A.5) 

 Locate time zones, latitude, longitude, and the global grid. (6.6.4.A.6) 
 
Essential Question 2: 

 How does human migration affect a region? 
 
Enduring Understandings 2 and 3: 

 Both the physical characteristics and human inhabitants of regions change over time. 

 Regional geographic differences can result in social, economic and political differences. 
 
Places and Regions: 

 Explain changes in places and regions over time and the consequences of those changes.  
(6.6.4.B.2) 

 Describe the geography of New Jersey. (6.6.4.B.3) 
 

Essential Questions 3 and 4: 

 Is geography destiny? 

 How do natural resources affect the course of history? 
 
 
Enduring Understandings 4 and 5: 

 Where we live influences how we live. 

 Natural resources determine a nationôs wealth. 
 
Physical Systems: 

 Describe the basic components of the Earth's physical systems, including landforms, water, 
erosion, weather, and climate and discuss their impact on human development.  (6.6.4.C.1) 
 

Essential Questions 5, 6 and 7: 

 What are the potential limits of technology? 

 How do human activity and environment affect each other? 

 How big a threat is global warming? 
 
Enduring Understandings 6 and 7: 

 Innovations in technology have resulted in an interconnected world. 

 Technological changes impact the environment. 
 
Human Systems: 

 Describe the development of transportation and communication networks in New Jersey and 
the United States. (6.6.4.D.1) 
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Environment and Society: 

 Differentiate between living and non-living natural resources. (6.6.4.E.1) 
 
Essential Questions:   

 What makes up the United States of America? 

 What does geography tell us about the United States of America? 

 How do cultural groups vary in different parts of the United States of America? 

 What was the impact on the forming of America by Native Americans and early explorers? 
 
Suggested Activities: 

 Local history timeline. 

 Get out and vote day. 

 Classroom economy. 

 Life of a dollar bill- trace the flow of money through the economy. 

 Create an American Flag. 

 Build an election campaign. 

 Write a story about living in the past. 

 Class poll about managing money- graph the results. 

 Orienteering to develop map skills. 

 Identify locations on a map using Prime Meridian, Latitude, Longitude, Hemisphere, Compass 
Rose. 

 Locate and identify the seven continents, four oceans, United States, Canada, and Mexico. 

 Use literature books to recognize that people are different and those differences make us 
unique. 

 Compare/contrast how early settlers lived ï traditions, literature, celebrations, food. 

 Identify and explain how people throughout history have used their communities to aide in 
survival. 

 
Benchmark Assessment: 

 Teacher created tests, quizzes, projects, etc. 

 District pre/post test 

 Class discussions 

 Demonstrations 

 Self-reflections 
 
Additional Resources: 

 http://www.education-world.com/a_tsl/archives/soc_sci.shtml 

 http://www.maps101.com/ 

 http://www.state.nj.us/education/njpep/index.html 

 Primary documents, software, videotapes, maps, globes 

 Teacher directed materials 
 
Technology: 
Students will use technology in social studies classrooms to: 

 Access and retrieve information responsibly to support learning. 

 Present social studies information in a variety of visual forms. 

 Use simulations to acquire an understanding of social studies concepts. 

 Communicate understandings of social studies content and processes. 
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Grade 4 

 
Essential Question 1: 

 Whose point of view matters? 
 
Enduring Understanding 1: 
There are varying perspectives on the meaning of historical events. 

 Explain how present events are connected to the past. (6.1.4.A.1) 

 Apply terms related to time including years, decades, centuries, and generations. (6.1.4.A.2)  
 
Essential Question 2: 

 How do you locate legitimate sources? 
 
Enduring Understanding 2: 
There are credible and questionable sources of information about historical and contemporary events. 

 Locate sources for the same information (e.g., weather forecast on TV, the Internet or in a 
newspaper). (6.1.4.A.3) 

 Distinguish between an eyewitness account and a secondary account of an event. (6.1.4.A.5) 
 

Essential Question 3: 

 How are present events related to past events? 
 
Enduring Understanding 3: 
Historians establish justifiable timelines to connect significant events. 

 Organize events in a time line. (6.1.4.A.4) 

 Distinguish fact from fiction. (6.1.4.A.6) 
 

Standard 6.2 Civics  
All students will know, understand and appreciate the values and principles of American democracy and 
the rights, responsibilities and roles of a citizen in the nation and the world.  

Big Idea: An understanding of the historical foundations and underlying values and principles of American 
democracy prepares learners to make informed, responsible decisions as citizens and to value participation 
as citizens of the nation and the world.  

 
Essential Questions 1 and 2: 

 What is government and what can it do? 

 Why do rules, laws and government not always preserve individual rights and the common 
good? What can be done about it? 

 
Enduring Understandings 1, 2 and 3: 

 Societies require rules, laws and government. 

 Governments can change based on the needs of people, their society and their culture. 

 Citizens can influence government in many ways if they choose to participate. 

Standard 6.1 Social Studies Skills  
All students will utilize historical thinking, problem solving, and research skills to maximize their 
understanding of civics, history, geography and economics.  

Big Idea: The development of social studies skills enables learners to apply the concept of time, location, 
distance, relationships and points of view to the study of contemporary and past peoples, places, issues 
and events.  
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Civic Life, Politics, and Government: 

 Describe the characteristics of an effective rule or law (e.g., achieves purpose, clear, fair, 
protects rights and the common good). (6.2.4.A.1) 

 Differentiate between power and authority. (6.2.4.A.2) 

 Recognize that government exists at the community, county, state and federal levels. 
(6.2.4.A.3) 

 Recognize national, state, and local legislators and government officials and explain how to 
contact them for help or to express an opinion. (6.2.4.A.4) 

 Describe the contributions of voluntary associations and organizations in helping government 
provide for its citizens. (6.2.4.A.5) 
 

Essential Question 3: 

 How have the basic values and principles of American democracy changed and in what ways 
have they been preserved? 

 
Enduring Understanding 4: 
Our government was founded on the principles of fairness, equality and respect for diversity.  
 
American Values and Principles:  

 Identify the fundamental values and principles of American democracy expressed in the 
Pledge of Allegiance, the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution and the 
Bill of Rights, and the first New Jersey Constitution. (6.2.4.B.1) 

 Explain the significance of symbols of American values and beliefs, including the Statue of 
Liberty, the Statue of Justice, the American Flag, and the national anthem. (6.2.4.B.2) 

 Describe how American values and beliefs, such as equality of opportunity, fairness to all, 
equal justice, separation of church and state, and the rights guaranteed by the United States 
Constitution and the Bill of Rights, contribute to the continuation and improvement of American 
democracy. (6.2.4.B.3) 

 Evaluate the importance of traditions, values, and beliefs which form a common American 
heritage in an increasingly diverse American society. (6.2.4.B.4) 
 

Essential Questions 4, 5 and 6: 

 How does the government established by the Constitution embody the purposes, values and 
principles of the American dream? 

 How can a government decision be based on a Constitution that does not explicitly state the 
answer? 

 Why have the roles and responsibilities of U.S. citizens changed? 
 
Enduring Understanding 5: 
The Constitution is a living document that helps in defining the roles and responsibilities of 
government and of citizens. 
 
The Constitution and American Democracy: 

 Discuss how the Constitution describes how the United States government is organized and 
how it defines and limits the power of government. (6.2.4.C.1) 

 Discuss how the governmental bodies make decisions and explain the impact of those 
decisions on school and community life. (6.2.4.C.2) 

 Identify major services provided by state and local government. (6.2.4.C.3) 
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Essential Questions 7 and 8: 

 How can citizens and groups participate effectively in the democratic process? 

 Can the rights of American citizens ever cause conflict among them? 
 
Enduring Understandings 6, 7 and 8: 

 Citizenship is a lifelong endeavor. 

 It is the responsibility of citizens to actively participate in government; otherwise, the country is 
run by a few for the few. 

 Protecting the common good may require sacrificing individual rights.  Maintaining that fragile 
balance is the collective role of all citizens. 

 
Citizenship: 

 Explain that a citizen is a legally recognized member of the United States with rights and 
responsibilities, such as voting elections and serving on juries. (6.2.4.D.1) 

 Describe the significant characteristics of an effective citizen and discuss ways to influence 
public policy (e.g., serving in elected office, working on a campaign). (6.2.4.D.2) 

 Describe the process by which immigrants can become United States citizens. (6.2.4.D.3) 
 

Essential Questions 9, 10 and 11: 

 What is the formal and informal relationship of the United States to other nations? 

 What social, political, and economic opportunities and problems arise when cultures interact? 

 How do we affirm individual and group identities and at the same time learn to respect and 
appreciate the identities of others? 

 
Enduring Understandings 9, 10 and 11: 

 Nations interact with each through trade, treaties and use of force. 

 The earth is a global community where the actions of one country can affect lives in other 
countries. 

 The U.S. view of global issues and challenges may not be the same as the views held by other 
countries and cultures. 

 
International Education: Global Challenges, Cultures, and Connections: 

 Explain that the world is divided into many nations consisting of territory and people, with their 
own government, languages, customs, and laws. (6.2.4.E.1) 

 Discuss how the United States interacts with other nations of the world through trade, treaties 
and agreements, diplomacy, cultural contacts, and sometimes through the use of military 
force. (6.2.4.E.2)  

 Explain why it is important for nations to communicate and resolve disagreements through 
peaceful means. (6.2.4.E.3) 

 Outline the purposes of the United Nations.  (6.2.4.E.4) 

 Identify current issues that may have a global impact (e.g., pollution, diseases) and discuss 
ways to address them. (6.2.4.E.5) 

 Explain why it is important to understand diverse peoples, ideas, and cultures. (6.2.4.E.6)  

 Explain that even within a culture, diversity may be affected by race, religion, or class. 
(6.2.4.E.7) 

 Identify aspects of culture and heritage presented in literature, art, music, sport, or the media. 
(6.2.4.E.8) 

 Examine common and diverse traits of other cultures and compare to their own culture. 
(6.2.4.E.9) 
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 Use technology to learn about students and their families in other countries through classroom 
links, email, and Internet research. (6.2.4.E.10) 

 Define stereotyping and discuss how it impacts self-image and interpersonal relationships. 
(6.2.4.E.11) 
 

 
Students will learn content and skills found in social studies skills and civics 
 

Standard 6.4 United States/New Jersey History  
All students will demonstrate knowledge of United States and New Jersey history in order to understand 
life and events in the past and how they relate to the present and future.  

Big Idea: The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship 
between past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that 
informs both thinking and action.  

 
Essential Questions 1, 2, 3 and 4: 

 How have my familyôs heritage and traditions influenced my current family life?-How am I 
connected to the past? 

 Why can traditions sometimes not be maintained? 

 What impact has New Jersey made on American history? 
 
Enduring Understanding 1: 

 Many cultural traditions and heritages contribute to our stateôs and nationôs diversity. 
 
Family and Community Life: 

 Discuss how families long ago expressed and transmitted their beliefs and values through oral 
tradition, literature, songs, and celebrations. (6.4.4.A.1) 

 Compare family life in a community of the past to life in a community of the present. (6.4.4.A.2) 

 Discuss the reasons why various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated to America 
and New Jersey and describe the problems they encountered. (6.4.4.A.3) 

 Discuss the history of their community, including the origins of its name, groups and 
individuals who lived there, and access to important places and buildings in the community. 
(6.4.4.A.4) 

 Explain that Americans have come from different parts of the world and have a common 
American heritage, in addition to the heritage of the countries of origin. (6.4.4.A.5) 

 Describe situations in which people from diverse backgrounds work together to solve common 
problems. (6.4.4.A.6) 

 
Essential Questions 5 and 6: 

 As a nation of immigrants, how should immigration best be regulated? 

 Is it likely that the United States will remain world superpower in the 21st century? Why or why 
not? 

 

Standard 6.3 World History  
All students will demonstrate knowledge of World History in order to understand life and events in the past 
and how they relate to the present and the future.  

Big Idea: World history prepares students to become informed global citizens able to interact with people 
from other cultures and understand their perspectives by learning and thinking critically about 
contemporary and past societies.  
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Enduring Understandings 2 and 3: 

 The United States is a nation of immigrants. 

 Natural resources, hard work and innovation have shaped America. 
 
State and Nation: 

 Discuss the reasons why revolutionary leaders, including George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and Governor William Livingston fought for independence from 
England. (6.4.4.B.2) 

 Discuss New Jerseyôs role during the American Revolution. (6.4.4.B.3) 

 Identify major documents and symbols in New Jersey and American history, including the 
Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution, the New 
Jersey State Seal, and Martin Luther King Jr.ôs ñI Have a Dreamò speech. (6.4.4.B.4) 

 Identify and discuss major scientific discoveries and inventions, the scientists and inventors 
who developed them (e.g., Thomas Edison), and their impact on life today. (6.4.4.B.5) 

 Discuss the experiences of immigrants who came to the United States and New Jersey, 
including reasons for immigrating, experiences at Ellis Island, and working and living 
conditions in America. (6.4.4.B.6) 

 Describe the population shift from the farm to the city in New Jersey. (6.4.4.B.7) 

 Discuss the value of the American national heritage including:  
ü Diverse folklore and cultural contributions from New Jersey and other regions in the 

United States.  
ü History and values celebrated in American songs, symbols, slogans, and major 

holidays.  
ü Historical preservation of primary documents, buildings, places of memory, and 

significant artifacts. (6.4.4.B.8) 
 
 

Standard 6.5 Economics  
All students will acquire an understanding of key economic principles.  

Big Idea: The study of economics fosters an understanding of the management of resources in the global, 
public and private sectors and in individual decision making.  

 
Essential Question 1: 

 How is price determined? 
 
Enduring Understanding 1: 

 Supply and demand is a basic economic principle in a capitalist society. 
 
Economic Literacy 

 Distinguish between goods (e.g., objects) and services (e.g., activities). (6.5.4.A.1) 

 Distinguish between a want and a need and explain how to choose needed goods and 
services. (6.5.4.A.2) 

 Explain the three functions of money in the economy. (6.5.4.A.3) 
ü Medium of exchange (e.g., buying). 
ü Measure of value (e.g., price comparison). 
ü Store of value (e.g., saving.) 

 Discuss how natural, human, and capital resources are used to produce goods and to 
provide services. (6.5.4.A.4) 

 Explain that prices are the money value of goods and services and that prices change as a 
result of supply and demand. (6.5.4.A.5) 



29 

 

 Define consumers as buyers and producers as workers and sellers. (6.5.4.A.6) 

 Explain that people can improve their ability to earn income by gaining new knowledge, 
skills, and experiences. (6.5.4.A.7) 

 Describe how to earn and save money in order to purchase a needed or desired item. 
(6.5.4.A.8) 
 

Essential Questions 2 and 3: 

 How much can business be regulated in a democratic government? 

 Why is the United States economically prosperous? 
 
Enduring Understandings 2 and 3: 

 Regulation of business works better in a democracy than a dictatorship. 

 The rise of the standard of living in the United States is determined by a variety of factors. 
 
Economics and Society: 

 Explain that some essential goods and services are provided by the government, such as 
roads, schools, parks, police, and fire protection. (6.5.4.B.1) 

 Describe products and services that are developed, manufactured, or grown in New Jersey. 
(6.5.4.B.2) 
 

Standard 6.6 Geography  
All students will apply understanding of knowledge of spatial relationships and other geographic skills to 
understand human behavior in relation to the physical and cultural environment.  

Big Idea: Knowledge of geography and application of geographic skills enables students to understand 
relationships between people, their behavior, places and the environment for problem solving and 
historical understanding.  

 
Essential Question 1: 

 How do geographic tools and technologies pose and answer questions about spatial 
distributions and patterns on Earth? 

 
Enduring Understanding 1: 

 Technological tools such as GIS, GPS and the internet assist with solving problems related to 
understanding location, distance and direction. 

 
The World in Spatial Terms: 

 Use physical and political maps to identify locations and spatial relationships of places within 
local and nearby communities. (6.6.4.A.1) 

 Describe and demonstrate different ways to measure distance (e.g., miles, kilometers, time). 
(6.6.4.A.2) 

 Estimate distances between two places on a map using a scale of miles. (6.6.4.A.3) 

 Identify the major cities of New Jersey, the United States, and the world. (6.6.4.A.4) 

 Identify the major countries, continents, bodies of water, and mountain ranges of the world. 
(6.6.4.A.5) 

 Locate time zones, latitude, longitude, and the global grid. (6.6.4.A.6) 
 

Essential Question 2: 

 How does human migration affect a region? 
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Enduring Understandings 2 and 3: 

 Both the physical characteristics and human inhabitants of regions change over time. 

 Regional geographic differences can result in social, economic and political differences. 
 
Places and Regions: 

 Identify the physical and human characteristics of places and regions in New Jersey and the 
United States. (e.g., landforms, climate, vegetation, housing) (6.6.4.B.1) 

 Explain changes in places and regions over time and the consequences of those changes.  
(6.6.4.B.2) 

 Describe the geography of New Jersey. (6.6.4.B.3) 

 Discuss factors involved in the development of cities (e.g., transportation, food, marketplace, 
religion, military protection). (6.6.4.B.4) 
 

Essential Questions 3 and 4: 

 Is geography destiny? 

 How do natural resources affect the course of history? 
 
Enduring Understandings 4 and 5: 

 Where we live influences how we live. 

 Natural resources determine a nationôs wealth. 
 
Physical Systems: 

 Describe the basic components of the Earth's physical systems, including landforms, water, 
erosion, weather, and climate and discuss their impact on human development.  (6.6.4.C.1) 
 

Essential Questions 5, 6 and 7: 

 What are the potential limits of technology? 

 How do human activity and environment affect each other? 

 How big a threat is global warming? 
 
Enduring Understandings 6 and 7: 

 Innovations in technology have resulted in an interconnected world. 

 Technological changes impact the environment. 
 
Human Systems: 

 Describe the development of transportation and communication networks in New Jersey and 
the United States. (6.6.4.D.1) 

 Identify the distribution and characteristics of populations for different regions of New Jersey 
and the United States. (6.6.4.D.2) 

 
Environment and Society: 

 Differentiate between living and non-living natural resources. (6.6.4.E.1) 

 Explain the nature, characteristics, and distribution of renewable and non-renewable 
resources. (6.6.4.E.2) 
 

Essential Questions:   

 What has shaped our state within our country? 

 What does geography tell us about New Jersey and our nationôs regions? 
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 How do cultural groups vary in different regions compared to other regions? 

 What individuals have made an impact on the history of our region? 

 What was the impact on forming America by interaction of Native Americans and early 
explorers? 

 How do the regions of the United States differ economically and geographically? 
 
Suggested Activities: 

 Local history timeline. 

 Get out and vote day. 

 Classroom economy. 

 Life of a dollar bill- trace the flow of money through the economy. 

 Create an American Flag. 

 Build an election campaign. 

 Write a story about living in the past. 

 Class poll about managing money- graph the results. 

 Orienteering to develop map skills. 

 Organize early settlements by region and by time span. 

 Use physical and political maps to identify, describe, and explain locations and spatial   
relationships of place within local and nearby communities. 

 Compare the political, social, economic, and religious systems of Africans, Europeans, and 
Native Americans who converged in the United States. 

 
Benchmark Assessment: 

 Scott Foresman test generator CD 

 Teacher created tests, quizzes, projects, etc. 

 District pre/post test 

 Class discussions 

 Demonstrations 

 Self-reflections 
 
Additional Resources: 

 http://www.sfsocialstudies.com/ 

 http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/ 

 http://www.education-world.com/a_tsl/archives/soc_sci.shtml 

 http://www.maps101.com/ 

 http://www.state.nj.us/education/njpep/index.html 

 Primary documents, software, videotapes, maps, globes 

 Teacher directed materials 
 
Technology: 
Students will use technology in social studies classrooms to: 

 Access and retrieve information responsibly to support learning. 

 Present social studies information in a variety of visual forms. 

 Use simulations to acquire an understanding of social studies concepts. 

 Communicate understandings of social studies content and processes. 
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Grade 5 

 
Essential Question 1: 

 Whose point of view matters? 
 
Enduring Understanding 1: 
There are varying perspectives on the meaning of historical events. 

 Use critical thinking skills to interpret events, recognize bias, point of view, and context. 
(6.1.8.A.2) 

 Summarize information in written, graphic, and oral formats. (6.1.8.A.11) 
 
Essential Question 2: 

 How do you locate legitimate sources? 
 
Enduring Understanding 2: 
There are credible and questionable sources of information about historical and contemporary events. 

 Assess the credibility of primary and secondary sources. (6.1.8.A.3) 

 Formulate questions based on information needs. (6.1.8.A.6) 

 Use effective strategies for locating information.  (6.1.8.A.7) 

 Distinguish fact from fiction by comparing sources about figures and events with fictionalized 
characters and events.  (6.1.8.A.10) 

 
Essential Question 3: 

 How are present events related to past events? 
 
Enduring Understanding 3: 
Historians establish justifiable timelines to connect significant events. 

 Analyze how events are related over time. (6.1.8.A.1) 

 Examine current issues, events, or themes and relate them to past events. (6.1.8.A.5 
 

Standard 6.2 Civics  
All students will know, understand and appreciate the values and principles of American democracy and 
the rights, responsibilities and roles of a citizen in the nation and the world.  

Big Idea: An understanding of the historical foundations and underlying values and principles of American 
democracy prepares learners to make informed, responsible decisions as citizens and to value participation 
as citizens of the nation and the world.  

 
Essential Questions 1 and 2: 

 What is government and what can it do? 

 Why do rules, laws and government not always preserve individual rights and the common 
good? What can be done about it? 

 

Standard 6.1 Social Studies Skills  
All students will utilize historical thinking, problem solving, and research skills to maximize their 
understanding of civics, history, geography and economics.  

Big Idea: The development of social studies skills enables learners to apply the concept of time, location, 
distance, relationships and points of view to the study of contemporary and past peoples, places, issues 
and events.  
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Enduring Understandings 1, 2 and 3: 

 Societies require rules, laws and government. 

 Governments can change based on the needs of people, their society and their culture. 

 Citizens can influence government in many ways if they choose to participate. 
 
Civic Life, Politics, and Government: 

 Discuss the sources, purposes, and functions of law and the importance of the rule of law for 
the preservation of individual rights and the common good. (6.2.8.A.1) 

 Discuss the major characteristics of democratic governments. (6.2.8.A.3) 

 Describe the processes of local government. (6.2.8.A.4) 

 Explain how non-governmental organizations influence legislation and policies at the federal, 
state, and local levels. (6.2.8.A.6) 
 

Essential Question 3: 

 How have the basic values and principles of American democracy changed and in what ways 
have they been preserved? 

 
Enduring Understanding 4: 
Our government was founded on the principles of fairness, equality and respect for diversity.  
 
American Values and Principles: 

 Analyze how certain values including individual rights, the common good, self-government; 
justice, equality and free inquiry are fundamental to American public life. (6.2.8.B.1) 

 Describe representative government and explain how it works to protect the majority and the 
minority. (6.2.8.B.2) 

 Describe the continuing struggle to bring all groups of Americans into the mainstream of 
society with the liberties and equality to which all are entitled, as exemplified by individuals 
such as Susan B. Anthony, Frederick Douglass, Nat Turner, Paul Robeson, and Cesar 
Chavez. (6.2.8.B.3) 
 

Essential Questions 4, 5 and 6: 

 How does the government established by the Constitution embody the purposes, values and 
principles of the American dream? 

 How can a government decision be based on a Constitution that does not explicitly state the 
answer? 

 Why have the roles and responsibilities of U.S. citizens changed? 
 
Enduring Understanding 5: 
The Constitution is a living document that helps in defining the roles and responsibilities of 
government and of citizens. 
 
The Constitution and American Democracy: 

 Discuss the major principles of the Constitution, including shared powers, checks and 
balances, separation of church and state, and federalism. (6.2.8.C.1) 

 Compare and contrast the purposes, organization, functions, and interactions of the legislative, 
executive, and judicial branches of national, state, and local governments and independent 
regulatory agencies. (6.2.8.C.2) 

 Discuss the role of political parties in the American democratic system including candidates,  
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Essential Questions 7 and 8: 

 How can citizens and groups participate effectively in the democratic process? 

 Can the rights of American citizens ever cause conflict among them? 
 
Enduring Understandings 6, 7 and 8: 

 Citizenship is a lifelong endeavor. 

 It is the responsibility of citizens to actively participate in government; otherwise, the country is 
run by a few for the few. 

 Protecting the common good may require sacrificing individual rights. Maintaining that fragile 
balance is the collective role of all citizens. 

 
Citizenship: 

 Discuss the rights and responsibilities of American citizens, including obeying laws, paying 
taxes, serving on juries, and voting in local, state, and national elections. (6.2.8.D.1) 

 Discuss how the rights of American citizens may be in conflict with each other (e.g., right to 
privacy vs. free press). (6.2.8.D.2) 

 Describe major conflicts that have arisen from diversity (e.g., land and suffrage for Native 
Americans, civil rights, womenôs rights) and discuss how the conflicts have been addressed. 
(6.2.8.D.3) 
 

Essential Questions 9, 10 and 11: 

 What is the formal and informal relationship of the United States to other nations? 

 What social, political, and economic opportunities and problems arise when cultures interact? 

 How do we affirm individual and group identities and at the same time learn to respect and 
appreciate the identities of others? 

 
Enduring Understandings 9, 10 and 11: 

 Nations interact with each through trade, treaties and use of force. 

 The earth is a global community where the actions of one country can affect lives in other 
countries. 

 The U.S. view of global issues and challenges may not be the same as the views held by other 
countries and cultures. 

 
International Education: Global Challenges, Cultures, and Connections: 

 Analyze ways in which nation-states interact with one another through trade, diplomacy, 
cultural exchanges, treaties or agreements, humanitarian aid, economic incentives and 
sanctions, and the use or threat of military force. (6.2.8.E.1) 

 Discuss factors that lead to a breakdown of order among nation-states (e.g., conflicts about 
national interests, ethnicity, and religion; competition for territory or resources; absence of 
effective means to enforce international law) and describe the consequences of the 
breakdown of order.  (6.2.8.E.2) 

 Compare and contrast the powers the Constitution gives to Congress, the President, the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and the federal judiciary regarding foreign affairs.  
(6.2.8.E.3) 

 Evaluate current United States foreign policy issues and strategies and their impact on the 
nation and the rest of the world.  (6.2.8.E.4) 
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Essential Questions 1, 2 and 3: 

 Are there general lessons to be learned from history? 

 What causes societies to change over time? 

 How much do influence do individuals have in changing history? 
 
Enduring Understandings 1, 2 and 3: 

 The past influences the present and the future. 

 Societies are impacted by both internal and external factors. 

 Individuals have the power to make positive changes in society. 
 
 The Birth of Civilization to 1000 BCE: 

 Describe the physical and cultural changes that shaped the earliest human communities as 
revealed through scientific methods, including:  
ü Early hominid development, including the development of language and writing.  
ü Migration and adaptation to new environments.  
ü Differences between wild and domestic plants and animals.  
ü Locations of agricultural settlements.  
ü Differences between hunter/gatherer, fishing, and agrarian communities .(6.3.8.A.1) 

 Describe how environmental conditions impacted the development of different human 
communities (e.g., population centers, impact of the last Ice Age). (6.3.8.A.2) 

 
Early Human Societies to 500CE: 

 Explain the historical context, origins, beliefs, and moral teachings of the major world religions 
and philosophies, including:  
ü The origins of Judaism and Christianity and the emergence of the Judeo-Christian 

tradition.  
ü The influence of Confucianism, Daoism, and Buddhism on the formation of Chinese 

civilization.  
ü Hinduism, the Aryan migrations, and the caste system in India.  
ü The influence of Buddhism in India. (6.3.8.B.1.) 

 Describe the social and political characteristics of the Greek city-states, including:  
ü Similarities and differences between Athenian democracy and Spartan military 

aristocracy.  
ü Location and political structure of the city-states.  
ü Hierarchical relationships in Greek societies.  
ü Civic, economic, and social tasks performed by men and women of different classes. 

(6.3.8.B.3) 

 Describe the significant contributions of ancient Greece to Western Civilization, including:  
ü Characteristics of Classic Greek art and architecture and how they are reflected in 

modern art and architecture.  
ü Socratesô values and ideas.  
ü Philosophy, including Plato and Aristotle.  

Standard 6.3 World History  
All students will demonstrate knowledge of World History in order to understand life and events in the past 
and how they relate to the present and the future.  

Big Idea: World history prepares students to become informed global citizens able to interact with people 
from other cultures and understand their perspectives by learning and thinking critically about 
contemporary and past societies.  
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ü Greek Drama, including Sophocles and Euripides.  
ü History, including Herodotus, Xenophon, and Thucydides.  
ü Greek mythology. (6.3.8.B.4) 

 Discuss the cultural influences of Greece, Egypt, Persia, and India on Mediterranean cultures 
through assimilation, conquest, migration, and trade.  
(6.3.8.B.5) 

 Discuss the origins and social framework of Roman society, including:  
ü The geographic location of various ethnic groups on the Italian peninsula and their 

influence on early Roman society.  
ü The legends of the founding of Rome and how they reflect the beliefs and values of its 

citizens.  
ü Daily life in Rome and Pompeii. (6.3.8.B.6) 

 Describe the political and social framework of Roman society, including:  
ü Political and social institutions of the Roman Republic and reasons for its 

transformation from Republic to Empire.  
ü The influence of key Roman leaders. (6.3.8.B.7) 

 Analyze how shifts in the political framework of Roman society impacted the expansion of the 
empire and how this expansion transformed Roman society, economy, and culture. (6.3.8.B.8) 

 Discuss the political events that may have contributed to the decline of the Roman Empire, 
including internal divisions, significant battles, invasions, and political changes. (6.3.8.B.9) 

 
Expanding Zones of Exchange and Interaction to 1400 CE: 

 Discuss how Western civilization arose from a synthesis of Christianity and classical Greco-
Roman civilization with the cultures of northern European peoples. (6.3.8.C.1) 

 Discuss the spread of Islam in Southwest Asia, the Mediterranean region, and Northern Africa 
and the influence of Islamic ideas and practices on other cultures and social behavior, 
including:  
ü The origin and development of Islamic law.  
ü The significance of the Quran and the Five Pillars of Islam.  
ü The diverse religious, cultural, and geographic factors that influenced the ability of the 

Muslim government to rule.  
ü The split into Sunni and Shiite factions.  
ü The importance of Muslim civilization in mediating long-distance commercial, cultural, 

intellectual, and food crop exchange across Eurasia and parts of Africa. (6.3.8.C.2) 

 Discuss the significance of the developing cultures of Asia, including the Golden Age in China 
and spread of Chinese civilization to Japan, Korea, and Southeast Asia and the rise of the 
Mongol Empire and its impact on the Kievan Rus. (6.3.8.C.3) 

 Discuss the evolution of significant political, economic, social and cultural institutions and 
events that shaped European medieval society, including Catholic and Byzantine churches, 
feudalism and manorialism, the Crusades, the rise of cities, and changing technology. 
(6.3.8.C.7) 

 
The Age of Global Encounters (1400-1750): 

 Discuss factors that contributed to oceanic travel and exploration in the 15th and 16th centuries, 
including technological innovations in ship building navigation, naval warfare, navigational 
inventions such as the compass, and the impact of wind currents on the major trade routes. 
(6.3.8.D.1) 

 Describe the significant contributions of the Renaissance and Reformation to European 
society, including major achievements in literature, music, painting, sculpture, and 
architecture. (6.3.8.D.2) 
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 Compare the social and political elements of Incan and Aztec societies, including the major 
aspects of government, the role of religion, daily life, economy, and social organization. 
(6.3.8.D.3) 
 

Standard 6.4 United States/New Jersey History  
All students will demonstrate knowledge of United States and New Jersey history in order to understand life 
and events in the past and how they relate to the present and future.  

Big Idea: The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship 
between past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that 
informs both thinking and action.  

 
Essential Questions 1, 2, 3, and 4: 

 How have my familyôs heritage and traditions influenced my current family life? 

 How am I connected to the past? 

 Why can traditions sometimes not be maintained? 

 What impact has New Jersey made on American history? 
 
Enduring Understanding 1: 
Many cultural traditions and heritages contribute to our stateôs and nationôs diversity. 
 
Family and Community Life: 

 Reinforce indicators from previous grade levels. 

  
Essential Questions 5 and 6: 

 As a nation of immigrants, how should immigration best be regulated? 

 Is it likely that the United States will remain world superpower in the 21st century? Why or why 
not? 

 
Enduring Understandings 2 and 3: 

 The United States is a nation of immigrants. 

 Natural resources, hard work and innovation have shaped America. 
 
State and Nation: 

 Reinforce indicators from previous grade levels. 
 
Essential Question 6: 

 Is America a land of opportunity? 
 
Enduring Understanding 4: 
The American dream promotes the idea that anyone can achieve their goals with appropriate effort. 
 
Many Worlds Meet (to 1620): 

 Discuss factors that stimulated European overseas explorations between the 15th and 17th 
centuries and the impact of that exploration on the modern world. (6.4.8.C.1) 

 Trace the major land and water routes of explorers. (6.4.8.C.2) 
 

Colonization and Settlement (1585-1763): 

 Analyze the political, social, and cultural characteristics of the English colonies. (6.4.8.D.1) 
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 Describe the political, religious, social, and economic institutions that emerge in Colonial 
America, including New Netherland and colonial New Jersey. (6.4.8.D.2) 

 
Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820): 

 Discuss the background and major issues of the American Revolution, including the political 
and economic causes and consequences of the revolution. (6.4.8.E.1) 

 Discuss the major events (e.g. Boston Tea Party, Battle of Trenton) and personalities (e.g., 
George Washington, John Adams, John Witherspoon, William Franklin, Benjamin Franklin, 
and Thomas Jefferson) of the American Revolution. (6.4.8.E.2) 

 Explain New Jerseyôs critical role in the American Revolution, including major battles, the 
involvement of women and African Americans, and the origins of the movement to abolish 
slavery. (6.4.8.E.4) 

      
Expansion and Reform (1801-1861): 

 Describe the political, economic, and social changes in New Jersey and American society 
preceding the Civil War, including the early stages of industrialization, the growth of cities, and 
the political, legal, and social controversies surrounding the expansion of slavery.  (6.4.8.F.1) 

 Discuss American cultural, religious, and social reform movements in the antebellum period 
(e.g., abolitionists, the Great Awakening, the origins of the labor and womenôs movements).  
(6.4.8.F.2) 

 Explain the concept of the Manifest Destiny and its relationship to the westward movement of 
settlers and territorial expansion, including the purchase of Florida (1819), the annexation of 
Texas (1845), the acquisition of the Oregon Territory (1846), and territorial acquisition resulting 
from the Mexican War (1846-1848). (6.4.8.F.3) 

 
Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877): 

 Explain the major events, issues, and personalities of the American Civil War including:  
ü The causes of the Civil War (e.g., slavery, statesô rights)  
ü The course and conduct of the war (e.g., Antietam, Vicksburg, Gettysburg)  
ü Sectionalism  
ü The Dred Scott and other Supreme Court decisions  
ü The role of women  
ü The role of African Americans  
ü The Gettysburg Address  
ü The Emancipation Proclamation  
ü Juneteenth Independence Day (6.4.8.G.1) 

 Analyze different points of view in regard to New Jerseyôs role in the Civil War, including 
abolitionist sentiment in New Jersey and New Jerseyôs vote in the elections of 1860 and 1864.  
(6.4.8.G.2) 

 

Standard 6.5 Economics  
All students will acquire an understanding of key economic principles.  

Big Idea: The study of economics fosters an understanding of the management of resources in the global, 
public and private sectors and in individual decision making.  

 
Essential Question 1: 

 How is price determined? 
 
Enduring Understanding 1: 
Supply and demand is a basic economic principle in a capitalist society. 



39 

 

 
 
Economic Literacy: 

 Explain the law of supply and demand. (6.5.8.A.2) 

 Compare ways to save money, including checking and savings accounts, stocks and bonds, 
and the relationship between risk and return in investments. (6.5.8.A.3) 

 Discuss the economic growth of a nation in terms of increasing productivity, investment in 
physical capital, and investment in human capital. (6.5.8.A.5) 

 Describe how private industry acquires material and energy resources, provides jobs, raises 
financial capital, manages production processes, and markets goods and services that create 
wealth in order to meet consumer and industrial requirements.  (6.5.8.A.6) 

 Explain what taxes are, how they are collected, and how tax dollars are used by local, state, 
and national governments to provide goods and services. (6.5.8.A.9) 

 
Essential Questions 2, 3 and 4: 

 How much can business be regulated in a democratic government? 

 Why is the United States economically prosperous? 

 Are there limits to government activity in the economy? 
 
Enduring Understandings 2, 3 and 4: 

 Regulation of business works better in a democracy than a dictatorship. 

 The rise of the standard of living in the United States is determined by a variety of factors. 

 Tax dollars are used by local, state and national governments to provide goods and services. 
 
Economics and Society: 

 Describe the many ways federal, state, and local governments raise funds to meet the need 
for public facilities and government services. (6.5.8.B.2) 

 Discuss how societies have been affected by industrialization and by different political and 
economic philosophies. (6.5.8.B.3)  

 Describe how inventions and innovations have improved standards of living over the course of 
history. (6.5.8.B.4) 
 

Standard 6.6 Geography  
All students will apply understanding of knowledge of spatial relationships and other geographic skills to 
understand human behavior in relation to the physical and cultural environment.  

Big Idea: Knowledge of geography and application of geographic skills enables students to understand 
relationships between people, their behavior, places and the environment for problem solving and 
historical understanding.  

 
Essential Question 1: 

 How do geographic tools and technologies pose and answer questions about spatial 
distributions and patterns on Earth? 

 
Enduring Understanding 1: 
Technological tools such as GIS, GPS, and the internet assist with solving problems related to 
understanding location, distance and direction. 
 
The World in Spatial Terms: 

 Distinguish among the distinct characteristics of maps, globes, graphs, charts, diagrams, and 
other geographical representations, and the utility of each in solving problems.  (6.6.8.A.1) 
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 Translate maps into appropriate spatial graphics to display geographical information. 
(6.6.8.A.2)  

 Explain the spatial concepts of relative and absolute location and distance. (6.6.8.A.3) 

 Estimate distances between two places on a map using a scale of miles, and use cardinal and 
intermediate directions when referring to a relative location. (6.6.8.A.4) 
 

Essential Question 2: 

 How does human migration affect a region? 
 
Enduring Understandings 2 and 3: 

 Both the physical characteristics and human inhabitants of regions change over time. 

 Regional geographic differences can result in social, economic and political differences. 
 
Places and Regions: 

 Compare and contrast the physical and human characteristics of places in regions in New 
Jersey, the United States, and the world. (6.6.8.B.1) 

 Describe how regions change over time. (6.6.8.B.2) 

 Compare the natural characteristics used to define a region. (6.6.8.B.3) 

 Explain how regional systems are interconnected (e.g., watersheds, trade, transportation 
systems). (6.6.8.B.4) 

 Discuss how the geography of New Jersey impacts transportation, industry, and community 
development. (6.6.8.B.5) 

 Discuss the similarities and differences among rural, suburban, and urban communities. 
(6.6.8.B.6) 
 

Essential Questions 3 and 4: 

 Is geography destiny? 

 How do natural resources affect the course of history? 
 
Enduring Understandings 4 and 5: 

 Where we live influences how we live. 

 Natural resources determine a nationôs wealth. 
 
Physical Systems: 

 Describe the characteristics and spatial distribution of major Earth ecosystems. (6.6.8.C.1) 

 Discuss how the community and its environment function as an ecosystem. (6.6.8.C.4) 

 Describe how the physical environment affects life in different regions (e.g., population density, 
architecture, transportation systems, industry, building materials, land use, recreation). 
(6.6.8.C.5) 
 

Essential Questions 5, 6 and 7: 

 What are the potential limits of technology? 

 How do human activity and environment affect each other? 

 How big a threat is global warming? 
 
Enduring Understandings 6 and 7: 

 Innovations in technology have resulted in an interconnected world. 

 Technological changes impact the environment. 
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Human Systems: 

 Discuss how technology affects the ways in which people perceive and use places and 
regions. (6.6.8.D.1) 

 Analyze the patterns of settlement in different urban regions of the world. (6.6.8.D.4) 
 
Environment and Society: 

 Discuss the environmental impacts or intended and unintended consequences of major 
technological changes (e.g., autos and fossil fuels, nuclear power and nuclear waste).  
(6.6.8.E.1) 

 Compare and contrast conservation practices and alternatives for energy resources.  
(6.6.8.E.3) 
 

Essential Questions: 

 What historical events have shaped our country during the 18th and 19th Century?  

 What are the rights and responsibilities of citizens? 

 How can people influence democracy? 

 What impact does geography have on transportation, industry, and settlement?  
 
Suggested Activities: 

 Local history timeline. 

 Examine the principles of American Democracy. 

 Studying Locally, Teaching Globally- create outlines demonstrating understanding of global 
economy. 

 Get out and vote day. 

 Classroom economy. 

 Life of a dollar bill- trace the flow of money through the economy. 

 Build an election campaign. 

 Write a story about living in the past. 

 Class poll about managing money- graph the results. 

 Orienteering to develop map skills. 

 Compare and contrast American and British leaders. 

 Predict what the United States might currently look like if the Civil War had ended differently. 

 Make comparisons with the issues involved in the Civil War and conflicts around the world, 
both past and present. 

 Explain how the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments affected the voting rights of certain 
individuals. 
 

Benchmark Assessment: 

 Scott Foresman test generator CD 

 Teacher created tests, quizzes, projects, etc. 

 District pre/post test 

 Class discussions 

 Demonstrations 

 Self-reflections 
 
Additional Resources: 

 http://www.sfsocialstudies.com/ 
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 http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/ 

 http://www.education-world.com/a_tsl/archives/soc_sci.shtml 

 http://www.maps101.com/ 

 http://www.state.nj.us/education/njpep/index.html 

 Primary documents, software, videotapes, maps, globes 

 Teacher directed materials 
 
Technology: 
Students will use technology in social studies classrooms to: 

 Access and retrieve information responsibly to support learning 

 Present social studies information in a variety of visual forms 

 Use simulations to acquire an understanding of social studies concepts 

 Communicate understandings of social studies content and processes 
 
Grade 6 

 
Essential Question 1: 

 Whose point of view matters? 
 
Enduring Understanding 1: 
There are varying perspectives on the meaning of historical events. 

 Use critical thinking skills to interpret events, recognize bias, point of view, and context. 
(6.1.8.A.2) 

 Summarize information in written, graphic, and oral formats. (6.1.8.A.11) 
 

Essential Question 2: 

 How do you locate legitimate sources? 
 
Enduring Understanding 2: 
There are credible and questionable sources of information about historical and contemporary events. 

 Assess the credibility of primary and secondary sources. (6.1.8.A.3) 

 Formulate questions based on information needs. (6.1.8.A.6) 

 Use effective strategies for locating information.  (6.1.8.A.7) 

 Distinguish fact from fiction by comparing sources about figures and events with fictionalized 
characters and events.  (6.1.8.A.10) 

 
Essential Question 3: 

 How are present events related to past events? 
 
Enduring Understanding 3: 
Historians establish justifiable timelines to connect significant events. 

 Analyze how events are related over time. (6.1.8.A.1) 

 Examine current issues, events, or themes and relate them to past events. (6.1.8.A.5) 

Standard 6.1 Social Studies Skills  
All students will utilize historical thinking, problem solving, and research skills to maximize their 
understanding of civics, history, geography and economics.  

Big Idea: The development of social studies skills enables learners to apply the concept of time, location, 
distance, relationships and points of view to the study of contemporary and past peoples, places, issues 
and events.  
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 Compare and contrast competing interpretations of current and historical events. (6.1.8.A.8) 
 

Standard 6.2 Civics  
All students will know, understand and appreciate the values and principles of American democracy and 
the rights, responsibilities and roles of a citizen in the nation and the world.  

Big Idea: An understanding of the historical foundations and underlying values and principles of American 
democracy prepares learners to make informed, responsible decisions as citizens and to value participation 
as citizens of the nation and the world.  

 
Essential Questions 1 and 2: 

 What is government and what can it do? 

 Why do rules, laws and government not always preserve individual rights and the common 
good? What can be done about it? 

 
Enduring Understandings 1, 2 and 3: 

 Societies require rules, laws and government. 

 Governments can change based on the needs of people, their society and their culture. 

 Citizens can influence government in many ways if they choose to participate. 
 
Civic Life, Politics, and Government: 

 Discuss the sources, purposes, and functions of law and the importance of the rule of law for 
the preservation of individual rights and the common good. (6.2.8.A.1) 

 Describe the underlying values and principles of democracy and distinguish these from 
authoritarian forms of government. (6.2.8.A.2) 

 Discuss the major characteristics of democratic governments. (6.2.8.A.3)  

 Describe the processes of local government. (6.2.8.A.4) 
 

Essential Question 3: 
How have the basic values and principles of American democracy changed and in what ways have 
they been preserved? 
 
Enduring Understanding 4: 
Our government was founded on the principles of fairness, equality and respect for diversity.  
 
American Values and Principles: 

 Analyze how certain values including individual rights, the common good, self-government; 
justice, equality and free inquiry are fundamental to American public life. (6.2.8.B.1) 

 Describe representative government and explain how it works to protect the majority and the 
minority. (6.2.8.B.2) 

 Describe the continuing struggle to bring all groups of Americans into the mainstream of 
society with the liberties and equality to which all are entitled, as exemplified by individuals 
such as Susan B. Anthony, Frederick Douglass, Nat Turner, Paul Robeson, and Cesar 
Chavez. (6.2.8.B.3) 
 

Essential Questions 4, 5 and 6: 

 How does the government established by the Constitution embody the purposes, values and 
principles of the American dream? 

 How can a government decision be based on a Constitution that does not explicitly state the 
answer? 

 Why have the roles and responsibilities of U.S. citizens changed? 



44 

 

 
 
Enduring Understanding 5: 
The Constitution is a living document that helps in defining the roles and responsibilities of 
government and of citizens. 
 
The Constitution and American Democracy: 

 Discuss the major principles of the Constitution, including shared powers, checks and 
balances, separation of church and state, and federalism. (6.2.8.C.1) 

 Compare and contrast the purposes, organization, functions, and interactions of the legislative, 
executive, and judicial branches of national, state, and local governments and independent 
regulatory agencies. (6.2.8.C.2) 

 Discuss the role of political parties in the American democratic system including candidates, 
campaigns, financing, primary elections, and voting systems. (6.2.8.C.3) 

 Discuss major historical and contemporary conflicts over United States constitutional 
principles, including judicial review in Marbury v.  Madison, slavery in the Dred Scott Decision, 
separate but equal in Plessy V. Ferguson, and the rights of minorities in the Indian Removal 
Act. (6.2.8.C.4) 
 

Essential Questions 7 and 8: 

 How can citizens and groups participate effectively in the democratic process? 

 Can the rights of American citizens ever cause conflict among them? 
 
Enduring Understandings 6, 7 and 8: 

 Citizenship is a lifelong endeavor. 

 It is the responsibility of citizens to actively participate in government; otherwise, the country is 
run by a few for the few. 

 Protecting the common good may require sacrificing individual rights. Maintaining that fragile 
balance is the collective role of all citizens. 

 
Citizenship: 

 Discuss the rights and responsibilities of American citizens, including obeying laws, paying 
taxes, serving on juries, and voting in local, state, and national elections. (6.2.8.D.1) 

 Discuss how the rights of American citizens may be in conflict with each other (e.g., right to 
privacy vs. free press). (6.2.8.D.2) 

 Describe major conflicts that have arisen from diversity (e.g., land and suffrage for Native 
Americans, civil rights, womenôs rights) and discuss how the conflicts have been addressed. 
(6.2.8.D.3) 

 Explain the benefits, costs and conflicts of a diverse nation. (6.2.8.D.4) 
 

Essential Questions 9, 10 and 11: 

 What is the formal and informal relationship of the United States to other nations? 

 What social, political, and economic opportunities and problems arise when cultures interact? 

 How do we affirm individual and group identities and at the same time learn to respect and 
appreciate the identities of others? 

 
Enduring Understandings 9, 10 and 11: 

 Nations interact with each through trade, treaties and use of force. 

 The earth is a global community where the actions of one country can affect lives in other 
countries. 
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 The U.S. view of global issues and challenges may not be the same as the views held by other 
countries and cultures. 

 
International Education: Global Challenges, Cultures, and Connections: 

 Analyze ways in which nation-states interact with one another through trade, diplomacy, 
cultural exchanges, treaties or agreements, humanitarian aid, economic incentives and 
sanctions, and the use or threat of military force. (6.2.8.E.1) 

 Discuss factors that lead to a breakdown of order among nation-states (e.g., conflicts about 
national interests, ethnicity, and religion; competition for territory or resources; absence of 
effective means to enforce international law) and describe the consequences of the 
breakdown of order.  (6.2.8.E.2) 

 Compare and contrast the powers the Constitution gives to Congress, the President, the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and the federal judiciary regarding foreign affairs.  
(6.2.8.E.3) 

 Evaluate current United States foreign policy issues and strategies and their impact on the 
nation and the rest of the world.  (6.2.8.E.4) 

 Discuss the purposes and functions of major international organizations (e.g., United Nations, 
World Health Organization, International Red Cross, and Amnesty International) and the role 
of the United States within each. (6.2.8.E.5) 

 Describe how oneôs heritage includes personal history and experiences, culture, customs, and 
family background. (6.2.8.E.6) 

 Analyze how the life, culture, economics, politics, and the media of the United States impact 
the rest of the world. (6.2.8.E.7) 

 Engage in activities that foster understanding of various cultures (e.g., clubs, dance groups, 
sports, travel, and community celebrations). (6.2.8.E.10) 

 Discuss the impact of the Internet and technology on global communication. (6.2.8.E.11) 
 

 
Essential Questions 1, 2 and 3: 
Are there general lessons to be learned from history? 

 What causes societies to change over time? 

 How much do influence do individuals have in changing history? 
 
Enduring Understandings 1, 2 and 3: 

 The past influences the present and the future. 

 Societies are impacted by both internal and external factors. 

 Individuals have the power to make positive changes in society. 
 
 The Birth of Civilization to 1000 BCE: 

 Describe the physical and cultural changes that shaped the earliest human communities as 
revealed through scientific methods, including:  
ü Early hominid development, including the development of language and writing.  
ü Migration and adaptation to new environments.  

Standard 6.3 World History  
All students will demonstrate knowledge of World History in order to understand life and events in the past 
and how they relate to the present and the future.  

Big Idea: World history prepares students to become informed global citizens able to interact with people 
from other cultures and understand their perspectives by learning and thinking critically about 
contemporary and past societies.  
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ü Differences between wild and domestic plants and animals.  
ü Locations of agricultural settlements.  
ü Differences between hunter/gatherer, fishing, and agrarian communities. (6.3.8.A.1) 

 Describe how environmental conditions impacted the development of different human 
communities (e.g., population centers, impact of the last Ice Age). (6.3.8.A.2) 

 
Early Human Societies to 500CE: 

 Explain the historical context, origins, beliefs, and moral teachings of the major world religions 
and philosophies, including:  
ü The origins of Judaism and Christianity and the emergence of the Judeo-Christian 

tradition.  
ü The influence of Confucianism, Daoism, and Buddhism on the formation of Chinese 

civilization.  
ü Hinduism, the Aryan migrations, and the caste system in India. 
ü The influence of Buddhism in India. (6.3.8.B.1.) 

 Describe the social and political characteristics of the Greek city-states, including:  
ü Similarities and differences between Athenian democracy and Spartan military 

aristocracy. 
ü Location and political structure of the city-states.  
ü Hierarchical relationships in Greek societies.  
ü Civic, economic, and social tasks performed by men and women of different classes. 

(6.3.8.B.3) 

 Describe the significant contributions of ancient Greece to Western Civilization, including:  
ü Characteristics of Classic Greek art and architecture and how they are reflected in 

modern art and architecture.  
ü Socratesô values and ideas. 
ü Philosophy, including Plato and Aristotle.  
ü Greek Drama, including Sophocles and Euripides.  
ü History, including Herodotus, Xenophon, and Thucydides.  
ü Greek mythology. (6.3.8.B.4) 

 Discuss the cultural influences of Greece, Egypt, Persia, and India on Mediterranean cultures 
through assimilation, conquest, migration, and trade. (6.3.8.B.5) 

 Discuss the origins and social framework of Roman society, including:  
ü The geographic location of various ethnic groups on the Italian peninsula and their 

influence on early Roman society.  
ü The legends of the founding of Rome and how they reflect the beliefs and values of its 

citizens.  
ü Daily life in Rome and Pompeii .(6.3.8.B.6) 

 Describe the political and social framework of Roman society, including:  
ü Political and social institutions of the Roman Republic and reasons for its 

transformation from Republic to Empire.  
ü The influence of key Roman leaders. (6.3.8.B.7) 

 Analyze how shifts in the political framework of Roman society impacted the expansion of the 
empire and how this expansion transformed Roman society, economy, and culture. (6.3.8.B.8) 

 Discuss the political events that may have contributed to the decline of the Roman Empire, 
including internal divisions, significant battles, invasions, and political changes. (6.3.8.B.9) 

 
Expanding Zones of Exchange and Interaction to 1400 CE: 

 Discuss how Western civilization arose from a synthesis of Christianity and classical Greco-
Roman civilization with the cultures of northern European peoples. (6.3.8.C.1) 
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 Discuss the spread of Islam in Southwest Asia, the Mediterranean region, and Northern Africa 
and the influence of Islamic ideas and practices on other cultures and social behavior, 
including:  
ü The origin and development of Islamic law.  
ü The significance of the Quran and the Five Pillars of Islam.  
ü The diverse religious, cultural, and geographic factors that influenced the ability of the 

Muslim government to rule.  
ü The split into Sunni and Shiite factions.  
ü The importance of Muslim civilization in mediating long-distance commercial, cultural, 

intellectual, and food crop exchange across Eurasia and parts of Africa. (6.3.8.C.2) 

 Discuss the significance of the developing cultures of Asia, including the Golden Age in China 
and spread of Chinese civilization to Japan, Korea, and Southeast Asia and the rise of the 
Mongol Empire and its impact on the Kievan Rus. (6.3.8.C.3) 

 Discuss the evolution of significant political, economic, social and cultural institutions and 
events that shaped European medieval society, including Catholic and Byzantine churches, 
feudalism and manorialism, the Crusades, the rise of cities, and changing technology. 
(6.3.8.C.7) 

      The Age of Global Encounters (1400-1750): 

 Discuss factors that contributed to oceanic travel and exploration in the 15th and 16th centuries, 
including technological innovations in ship building navigation, naval warfare, navigational 
inventions such as the compass, and the impact of wind currents on the major trade routes. 
(6.3.8.D.1) 

 Describe the significant contributions of the Renaissance and Reformation to European 
society, including major achievements in literature, music, painting, sculpture, and 
architecture. (6.3.8.D.2) 

 Compare the social and political elements of Incan and Aztec societies, including the major 
aspects of government, the role of religion, daily life, economy, and social organization. 
(6.3.8.D.3) 
 

Standard 6.4 United States/New Jersey History  
All students will demonstrate knowledge of United States and New Jersey history in order to understand life 
and events in the past and how they relate to the present and future.  

Big Idea: The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship 
between past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that 
informs both thinking and action.  

 
Essential Questions 1, 2, 3, and 4: 

 How have my familyôs heritage and traditions influenced my current family life? 

 How am I connected to the past? 

 Why can traditions sometimes not be maintained? 

 What impact has New Jersey made on American history? 
 
Enduring Understanding 1: 
Many cultural traditions and heritages contribute to our stateôs and nationôs diversity. 
 
Family and Community Life: 

 Reinforce indicators from previous grade levels. 
 
Essential Questions 5 and 6: 

 As a nation of immigrants, how should immigration best be regulated? 
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 Is it likely that the United States will remain world superpower in the 21st century? Why or why 
not? 

 
Enduring Understandings 2 and 3: 

 The United States is a nation of immigrants. 

 Natural resources, hard work and innovation have shaped America. 
 
State and Nation: 

 Reinforce indicators from previous grade levels. 
 
Essential Question 6: 

 Is America a land of opportunity? 
 
Enduring Understanding 4: 

 The American dream promotes the idea that anyone can achieve their goals with appropriate 
effort. 

 
Many Worlds Meet (to 1620): 

 Discuss factors that stimulated European overseas explorations between the 15th and 17th 
centuries and the impact of that exploration on the modern world. (6.4.8.C.1) 

 Trace the major land and water routes of explorers. (6.4.8.C.2) 

 Compare the political, social, economic, and religious systems of Africans, Europeans, and 
Native Americans who converged in the western hemisphere after 1492 (e.g., civic values, 
population levels, family structure, communication, use of natural resources).  (6.4.8.C.3) 

 Discuss the characteristics of the Spanish and Portuguese exploration and conquest of the 
Americas, including Spanish interaction with the Incan and Aztec empires, expeditions in the 
American Southwest, and the social composition of early settlers and their motives for 
exploration and conquest. (6.4.8.C.4) 

 
Colonization and Settlement (1585-1763): 

 Analyze the political, social, and cultural characteristics of the English colonies. (6.4.8.D.1) 

 Describe the political, religious, social, and economic institutions that emerge in Colonial 
America, including New Netherland and colonial New Jersey. (6.4.8.D.2)  

 Explain the difference in colonization of the Americas by England, the Netherlands, France 
and Spain, including governance, relation to the mother countries, and interactions with other 
colonies and Native Americans. (6.4.8.D.3) 

 Examine the interactions between Native Americans and European settlers, such as 
agriculture, trade, cultural exchanges, and military alliances and conflicts. (6.4.8.D.4) 

 
Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820): 

 Discuss the background and major issues of the American Revolution, including the political 
and economic causes and consequences of the revolution. (6.4.8.E.1) 

 Discuss the major events (e.g. Boston Tea Party, Battle of Trenton) and personalities (e.g., 
George Washington, John Adams, John Witherspoon, William Franklin, Benjamin Franklin, 
and Thomas Jefferson) of the American Revolution. (6.4.8.E.2) 

 Identify major British and American leaders and describe their roles in key events, such as the 
First and Second Continental Congresses, drafting and approving the Declaration of 
Independence (1776), the publication of ñCommon Senseò and major battles in the 
Revolutionary War. (6.4.8.E.3) 
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 Explain New Jerseyôs critical role in the American Revolution, including major battles, the 
involvement of women and African Americans, and the origins of the movement to abolish 
slavery. (6.4.8.E.4) 

      
Expansion and Reform (1801-1861): 

 Describe the political, economic, and social changes in New Jersey and American society 
preceding the Civil War, including the early stages of industrialization, the growth of cities, and 
the political, legal, and social controversies surrounding the expansion of slavery.  (6.4.8.F.1) 

 Discuss American cultural, religious, and social reform movements in the antebellum period 
(e.g., abolitionists, the Great Awakening, the origins of the labor and womenôs movements).  
(6.4.8.F.2) 

 Explain the concept of the Manifest Destiny and its relationship to the westward movement of 
settlers and territorial expansion, including the purchase of Florida (1819), the annexation of 
Texas (1845), the acquisition of the Oregon Territory (1846), and territorial acquisition resulting 
from the Mexican War (1846-1848). (6.4.8.F.3) 

 Discuss the economic history of New Jersey, including growth of major industries and 
businesses, the lives of factory workers, and occupations of working people. (6.4.8.F.6) 

 Understand the institution of slavery in the United States, resistance to it, and New Jerseyôs 
role in the Underground Railroad. (6.4.8.F.11) 

 
Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877): 

 Explain the major events, issues, and personalities of the American Civil War including:  
ü The causes of the Civil War (e.g., slavery, statesô rights).  
ü The course and conduct of the war (e.g., Antietam, Vicksburg, Gettysburg).  
ü Sectionalism.  
ü The Dred Scott and other Supreme Court decisions.  
ü The role of women.  
ü The role of African Americans.  
ü The Gettysburg Address. 
ü The Emancipation Proclamation.  
ü Juneteenth Independence Day. (6.4.8.G.1) 

 Analyze different points of view in regard to New Jerseyôs role in the Civil War, including 
abolitionist sentiment in New Jersey and New Jerseyôs vote in the elections of 1860 and 1864.  
(6.4.8.G.2) 

 Explain Reconstruction as a government action, how it worked and its effects after the war. 
(6.4.8.G.3) 
 

Standard 6.5 Economics  
All students will acquire an understanding of key economic principles.  

Big Idea: The study of economics fosters an understanding of the management of resources in the global, 
public and private sectors and in individual decision making.  

 
Essential Question 1: 

 How is price determined? 
 
Enduring Understanding 1: 

 Supply and demand is a basic economic principle in a capitalist society. 
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Economic Literacy: 

 Discuss how needs and wants change as one ages and the impact of planning, spending and 
saving. (6.5.8.A.1) 

 Explain the law of supply and demand. (6.5.8.A.2) 

 Compare ways to save money, including checking and savings accounts, stocks and bonds, 
and the relationship between risk and return in investments. (6.5.8.A.3) 

 Discuss the economic growth of a nation in terms of increasing productivity, investment in 
physical capital, and investment in human capital. (6.5.8.A.5) 

 Describe how private industry acquires material and energy resources, provides jobs, raises 
financial capital, manages production processes, and markets goods and services that create 
wealth in order to meet consumer and industrial requirements.  (6.5.8.A.6) 

 Explain what taxes are, how they are collected, and how tax dollars are used by local, state, 
and national governments to provide goods and services. (6.5.8.A.9) 
 

Essential Questions 2, 3 and 4: 

 How much can business be regulated in a democratic government? 

 Why is the United States economically prosperous? 

 Are there limits to government activity in the economy? 
 
Enduring Understandings 2, 3 and 4: 

 Regulation of business works better in a democracy than a dictatorship. 

 The rise of the standard of living in the United States is determined by a variety of factors. 

 Tax dollars are used by local, state and national governments to provide goods and services. 
 
Economics and Society: 

 Discuss how meeting the needs and wants of a growing world population impacts the 
environment and economic growth.  (6.5.8.B.1) 

 Describe the many ways federal, state, and local governments raise funds to meet the need 
for public facilities and government services. (6.5.8.B.2) 

 Discuss how societies have been affected by industrialization and by different political and 
economic philosophies. (6.5.8.B.3)  

 Describe how inventions and innovations have improved standards of living over the course of 
history. (6.5.8.B.4) 

 

Standard 6.6 Geography  
All students will apply understanding of knowledge of spatial relationships and other geographic skills to 
understand human behavior in relation to the physical and cultural environment.  

Big Idea: Knowledge of geography and application of geographic skills enables students to understand 
relationships between people, their behavior, places and the environment for problem solving and 
historical understanding.  

 
Essential Question 1: 

 How do geographic tools and technologies pose and answer questions about spatial 
distributions and patterns on Earth? 

 
Enduring Understanding 1: 

 Technological tools such as GIS, GPS, and the internet assist with solving problems related to 
understanding location, distance and direction. 
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The World in Spatial Terms: 

 Distinguish among the distinct characteristics of maps, globes, graphs, charts, diagrams, and 
other geographical representations, and the utility of each in solving problems.  (6.6.8.A.1) 

 Translate maps into appropriate spatial graphics to display geographical information. 
(6.6.8.A.2)  

 Explain the spatial concepts of relative and absolute location and distance. (6.6.8.A.3) 

 Estimate distances between two places on a map using a scale of miles, and use cardinal and 
intermediate directions when referring to a relative location. (6.6.8.A.4) 

 Distinguish among the major map types, including physical, political, topographic, and 
demographic. (6.6.8.A.6) 

 Explain the distribution of major human and physical features at country and global scales. 
(6.6.8.A.7) 

 Use thematic maps to describe places (e.g., patterns of population, diseases, rainfall). 
(6.6.8.A.8) 

 Describe the significance of the major cities of New Jersey, the United States, and the world. 
(6.6.8.A.11) 
 

Essential Question 2: 

 How does human migration affect a region? 
 
Enduring Understandings 2 and 3: 

 Both the physical characteristics and human inhabitants of regions change over time. 

 Regional geographic differences can result in social, economic and political differences. 
 
Places and Regions: 

 Compare and contrast the physical and human characteristics of places in regions in New 
Jersey, the United States, and the world. (6.6.8.B.1) 

 Describe how regions change over time. (6.6.8.B.2) 

 Compare the natural characteristics used to define a region. (6.6.8.B.3) 

 Explain how regional systems are interconnected (e.g., watersheds, trade, transportation 
systems). (6.6.8.B.4) 

 Discuss how the geography of New Jersey impacts transportation, industry, and community 
development. (6.6.8.B.5) 

 Discuss the similarities and differences among rural, suburban, and urban communities. 
(6.6.8.B.6) 

 Describe the types of regions and the influence and effects of region labels including:  
ü Formal regions: school districts, states.  
ü Functional regions: marketing area of a newspaper, fan base of a sport team.  
ü Perceptual regions: the Bible Belt, the Riviera in southern France. (6.6.8.B.7) 

 
Essential Questions 3 and 4: 

 Is geography destiny? 

 How do natural resources affect the course of history? 
 
Enduring Understandings 4 and 5: 

 Where we live influences how we live. 

 Natural resources determine a nationôs wealth. 
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Physical Systems: 

 Describe the characteristics and spatial distribution of major Earth ecosystems. (6.6.8.C.1) 

 Discuss how ecosystems function locally and globally. (6.6.8.C.2) 

 Predict effects of physical processes and changes on the Earth. (6.6.8.C.3) 

 Discuss how the community and its environment function as an ecosystem. (6.6.8.C.4) 

 Describe how the physical environment affects life in different regions (e.g., population density, 
architecture, transportation systems, industry, building materials, land use, recreation). 
(6.6.8.C.5) 

 
Essential Questions 5, 6 and 7: 

 What are the potential limits of technology? 

 How do human activity and environment affect each other? 

 How big a threat is global warming? 
 
Enduring Understandings 6 and 7: 

 Innovations in technology have resulted in an interconnected world. 

 Technological changes impact the environment. 
 
Human Systems: 

 Discuss how technology affects the ways in which people perceive and use places and 
regions. (6.6.8.D.1) 

 Analyze the patterns of settlement in different urban regions of the world. (6.6.8.D.4) 

 Compare the patterns and processes of past and present human migration. (6.6.8.D.6) 

 Describe how physical and human characteristics of regions change over time. (6.6.8.D.8) 
 
Environment and Society: 

 Discuss the environmental impacts or intended and unintended consequences of major 
technological changes (e.g., autos and fossil fuels, nuclear power and nuclear waste).  
(6.6.8.E.1) 

 Compare and contrast conservation practices and alternatives for energy resources.  
(6.6.8.E.3) 

 Analyze the importance of natural and manufactured resources in New Jersey. (6.6.8.E.6) 
 

Essential Questions: 

 Explain the reasons for European colonization. 

 How did colonies make European countries wealthy and powerful? 

 How does the Renaissance affect us today? 

 Why was religion so important to early civilizations? 
 
Suggested Activities: 

 Local history timeline. 

 Examine the principles of American Democracy. 

 Studying Locally, Teaching Globally- create outlines demonstrating understanding of global 
economy. 

 Get out and vote day. 

 Classroom economy. 

 Life of a dollar bill- trace the flow of money through the economy. 

 Build an election campaign. 

 Write a story about living in the past. 
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 Class poll about managing money- graph the results. 

 Orienteering to develop map skills. 

 Compare and contrast economic, political, and environmental factors that led to the 
development of major ancient civilizations. 

 Evaluate the cultural influences of Greece, Egypt, Persia, and India. 

 Analyze the impact of exploration on native cultures in the Americas, Africa, and Asia. 

 Determine factors that contributed to oceanic exploration in the 15th, 16th, and 17th centuries. 
 
Benchmark Assessment: 

 Scott Foresman test generator CD 

 Teacher created tests, quizzes, projects, etc. 

 District pre/post test 

 Class discussions 

 Demonstrations 

 Self-reflections 
 
Additional Resources: 

 http://www.sfsocialstudies.com/ 

 http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/ 

 http://www.education-world.com/a_tsl/archives/soc_sci.shtml 

 http://www.maps101.com/ 

 http://www.state.nj.us/education/njpep/index.html 

 Primary documents, software, videotapes, maps, globes 

 Teacher directed materials 
 
Technology: 
Students will use technology in social studies classrooms to: 

 Access and retrieve information responsibly to support learning. 

 Present social studies information in a variety of visual forms. 

 Use simulations to acquire an understanding of social studies concepts. 

 Communicate understandings of social studies content and processes. 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
 
Grade 1 
Suggested Vocabulary Words 
celebration    choice     citizen 
community    culture    fairness 
family     family tree   future 
globe     job    map     
money    need    past 
present   problems   rules  
solutions   symbol    tradition 
    
Famous People/Events 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Abraham Lincoln  Pilgrims 
Squanto   Harriet Tubman  George Washington 
Columbus Day  Election Day   Flag Day  
Independence Day  Labor Day   Memorial Day  
Presidentsô Day  Thanksgiving   Veteransô Day 
 
Famous American Landmarks/Symbols 
American Flag   Pledge of Allegiance  Statue of Liberty White House 
 
Geography Words 
Atlantic Ocean   Earth    New Jersey   
North America   Pacific Ocean   South America 
United States of America     Washington, D.C. 
 
Suggested Topics/Materials 

 Family and Community/Scott Foresman Big Book and leveled readers 

 People and Places/Scott Foresman Big Book and leveled readers 

 Holidays/Scott Foresman Big Book and leveled readers 
 
Grade 2 
Suggested Topics/Materials 

 My Community/Scott Foresman Big Book and leveled readers 

 Citizenship and Jobs/Scott Foresman Big Book and leveled readers 

 Holidays/Scott Foresman Big Book and leveled readers 
 
Suggested Vocabulary Words 
 (The vocabulary should be studied throughout the year, not in isolation.) 
characteristic    communication   community  
continents   culture    currency 
environment    generation   globe    
government    heritage   justice    
laws     leader    map     
mayor     oceans    president 
region     responsibility   rules 
timeline   town council   tradition   
transportation 
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Famous People/Events 
Susan B. Anthony  Martin Luther King, Jr. Abraham Lincoln 
Sacajawea   Harriet Tubman  George Washington 
Columbus Day  Election Day   Flag Day  
Independence Day  Labor Day   Memorial Day  
Presidentsô Day  Thanksgiving   Veteransô Day 
 
Famous American Landmarks/Symbols 
American Flag  Pledge of Allegiance  Statue of Liberty White House 
 
Geography Words 
Arctic Ocean   Atlantic Ocean   Earth 
Indian Ocean   New Jersey   North America 
Pacific Ocean   United States of America Washington, D.C 

 
Grade 3 
Suggested Topics/Materials 

 Pilgrims/National Geographic Big Book and Scott Foresman leveled readers 

 Native Americans/National Geographic Big Book and Scott Foresman leveled Readers 

 Communities Across America/National Geographic Big Book and Scott Foresman leveled 
readers 

 
Suggested Vocabulary Words 
role   interaction   past   citizen 
present  time span   fact   pilgrim 
fiction   authority   citizenship  colonies 
heritage  settlement   colony   community 
cause   effect    federal   rural 
document  economic system  product  landforms 
services  country   continent  suburb 
mountain range society    government  natural  
resources  agriculture   trade   custom 
tax   ancestors   environment  geography 
skyscraper  budget    manufacturing  Lenape   
 
US Cities 
New Orleans, LA  New York, NY   Philadelphia, PA 
Washington, DC  Orlando, FL   Atlantic City, NJ 
Boston, MA   Chicago, IL   Denver, CO 
Los Angeles, CA  Seattle, WA   San Francisco, CA  
San Antonio, TX 
 
World Cities 
London, England  Paris, France   Rome, Italy 
Beijing, China   Tokyo, Japan   Sydney, Australia 
Moscow, Russia 
 
Famous Events/People 
1906 San Francisco Earthquake Martin L. King, Jr. Thanksgiving 
George Washington   Abraham Lincoln Christopher Columbus 
Current President   Governor, Mayor 
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Famous American Landmarks/Symbols 
Golden Gate Bridge  Tower of the Americas Alamo 
Big Bend National Park Statue of Liberty  Ellis Island 
Lighthouses   Gateway Arch   Mount Rushmore 
 
Grade 4 
Suggested Topics/Materials 

 Geography and Map Skills/Scott Foresman ñRegionsò book, leveled readers, on-line access to 
Scott Foresman 

 Regions/ Scott Foresman ñRegionsò book, leveled readers, on-line access to Scott Foresman 
 
Suggested Vocabulary Words  
decades    centuries   generations 
immigrants    county    government 
representative democracy  responsibility   citizenship 
belief     opportunity   tradition 
culture     heritage   slavery 
folklore     inventions   artifacts 
economics    latitude    longitude 
scale     consequence   population 
customs                                          ethnic groups                      constitution 
 
US Cities 
Atlanta, GA    San Francisco, CA  Trenton, NJ 
Dallas, TX    Pittsburgh, PA   Phoenix, AZ 
Nashville, TN    New Orleans, LA  Miami, FL 
 
Famous American Landmarks/Symbols 
Statue of Liberty   Tomb of the Unknown  Liberty Bell 
Golden Gate Bridge   Gateway Arch   Ellis Island 
Washington Monument  Lincoln Memorial 
 
Grade 5 
Suggested Topics/Materials 

 Geography and Map Skills 

 Scott Foresman ñThe United Statesò book, leveled readers, on-line access to Scott Foresman 

 American History (Revolution-Reconstruction)/Scott Foresman ñThe United Statesò book, 
leveled readers, on-line access to Social Studies Program 

 
Suggested Vocabulary Words 
compass rose   monopoly  gulf   speculator 
boundary/boundaries  isthmus  inset   consumer 
draft    map scale  consolidation  armistice 
latitude    competitor  civilian   migrant 
longitude   cardinal directions map key  border   
secede    equator  confederacy  prime meridian  
civil    grid   blockade  tributary  
emancipation   continental divide epidemic  mass transit  
inaugural   urbanization  Reconstruction skyscraper  
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borough   imperialism  carpet bagger  tenement   
share cropper   melting pot  territory  reformer  
rebels (rebs)   homesteader  suffrage  Yankees  
protectorate   labor union  population  sweatshop   
 
US Cities 
Cleveland, OH   Sacramento, CA  San Antonio, TX 
Detroit, MI   Montgomery, AL  Honolulu, HA 
Las Vegas, NV  Tallahassee, FL  Albuquerque, NM  
 
Famous People/Events 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Benjamin Franklin  George Washington 
William Penn   Powhatan   John Smith 
Andrew Johnson 
 
Famous American Landmarks/Symbols 
United Nations  Williamsburg, VA   Philadelphia, PA 
Ellis Island   Massachusetts Bay Colony  Jamestown, VA 
 
Grade 6 
Suggested Topics/Materials 

 Geography and Map Skills/Scott Foresman ñThe Worldò book, leveled readers, on-line access 
to Social Studies Program 

 American History Revolution-Reconstruction/Scott Foresman ñThe Worldò book, leveled 
readers, on-line access to Social Studies Program 

 
Suggested Vocabulary Words 
Protestantism    mercantilism   moveable type 
triangular trade   circumnavigate  commerce 
Conquistador    excommunicate  myth 
immortal    aristocracy   democracy 
Trojan War    Olympic games  philosopher 
plague     mercenary   patricians 
plebeians    republic   representative 
Senate     consul    dictator 
tribune     patriotism   Caesar 
Emperor    gladiator   papyrus 
pyramid    pharaoh   hieroglyphics 
 
Locations 
Mediterranean Sea   Aegean Sea   Crete 
Troy     Mount Olympus  Athens 
Sparta     Marathon   Macedonia 
Alexandria    Tiber River   Rome 
Carthage    Colosseum   Egypt 
Nubia     Florence   Venice 
Cape of Good Hope   West Indies   Brazil 
Quebec    Jamestown   Sandwich Islands 
New South Wales   Lisbon    England 
London    Scandinavia   Danube River 
Rhine River 
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People  
Plato     Socrates   Aristotle 
Homer     Pericles   Charlemagne 
William the Conqueror  King John   Raphael 
Michelangelo    Leonardo da Vinci  Galileo 
Martin Luther    Johannes Gutenberg  Henry the Navigator 
Ferdinand Magellan   Christopher Columbus Elizabeth I 
Vasco da Gama   James Cook 
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Curricular Integration 
 
Language Arts 
 
3.1 READING:  All students will understand and apply the knowledge of sounds, letters, and 
words in written English to become independent and fluent readers and will read a variety of 
materials and texts with fluency and comprehension. 

 Interpret simple graphs, charts, and diagrams. (3.1.A.4) 

 Use titles, tables of contents, and chapter headings to locate information.  (3.1.2A.1) 

 Decode unknown words using context clues.  (3.1.C.7) 

 Answer questions correctly that are posed about stories read.  (3.1.D.1) 

 Use prior knowledge to make sense of text.  (3.1.1E.1) 

 Establish a purpose for reading and adjust reading rate.  (3.1.1E.2) 

 Use pictures as cues to check for meaning.  (3.1.1E.3) 

 Check to see if what is being read makes sense.  (3.1.1E.4) 

 Begin to apply study skills strategies (e.g., survey, question, read, recite, and reviewð SQ3R) 
to assist with retention and new learning.  (3.1.1E.7) 

 Comprehend common and/or specific vocabulary in informational texts and literature.  
(3.1.1F.3) 

 Self-monitor when text does not make sense.  (3.1.2D.5) 

 Employ learned strategies to determine if text makes sense without being prompted. 
(3.1.2D.6) 

 Set purpose for reading and check to verify or change predictions during/after reading.  
(3.1.3E.1)  

 Monitor comprehension and accuracy while reading in context and self-correct errors.  
(3.1.3E.2) 

 Use pictures and context clues to assist with decoding of new words.  (3.1.3E.3) 

 Develop and use graphic organizers to build on experiences and extend learning.  (3.1.3E.4) 
Identify and locate features that support text meaning (e.g., maps, charts, illustrations).  
(3.1.4A.3) 

 Identify specific words or passages causing comprehension difficulties and seek clarification.  
(3.1.4E.2) 

 Select useful visual organizers before, during, and after reading to organize information (e.g., 
Venn diagrams).  (3.1.4E.3) 

 Discuss underlying themes across cultures in various texts.  (3.1.4G.1) 

 Distinguish cause and effect, fact and opinion, main idea, and supporting details in nonfiction 
texts (e.g., science, social studies).  (3.1.4G.2) 

 Cite evidence from text to support conclusions.  (3.1.4G.3) 

 Understand authorôs opinions and how they address culture, ethnicity, gender, and historical 
periods.  (3.1.4G.4) 

 Follow simple multiple-steps in written instructions.  (3.1.4G.5) 

 Recognize an authorôs point of view.  (3.1.4G.6) 

 Identify and summarize central ideas in informational texts.  (3.1.4G.7) 

 Read independently and research topics using a variety of materials to satisfy personal, 
academic, and social needs, and produce evidence of reading.  (3.1.4H.3) 

 Activate prior knowledge and anticipate what will be read or heard.  (3.1.5E.1) 

 Vary reading strategies according to their purpose for reading and the nature of the text.  
(3.1.5E.2) 

 Reread to make sense of difficult paragraphs or sections of text.  (3.1.5E.3)  
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 Make revisions to text predictions during and after reading.  (3.1.5E.4) 

 Apply graphic organizers to illustrate key concepts and relationships in a text.  (3.1.5E.5)  

 Distinguish between major and minor details.  (3.1.5G.8) 

 Make inferences using textual information and provide supporting evidence.  (3.1.5G.9) 
       

3.2 WRITING: All students will write in clear, concise, organized language that varies in 
content and form for different audiences and purposes. 

 Create written texts for others to read.  (3.2.1D.1)       

 Produce a variety of writings, including stories, descriptions, and journal entries, showing 
relationships between illustrations and printed text.  (3.2.1D.2) 

 Use graphic organizers to assist with planning writing.  (3.2.2A.6) 

 Compose readable first drafts.  (3.2.2A.7) 

 Use everyday words in appropriate written context.  (3.2.2A.8)  

 Reread drafts for meaning, to add details, and to improve correctness.  (3.2.2A.9)  

 Focus on elaboration as a strategy for improving writing.  (3.2.2A.10)  

 Participate with peers to comment on and react to each otherôs writing.  (3.2.2A.11) 

 Use a simple checklist to improve elements of own writing.  (3.2.2A.12)  

 Use computer writing applications during some parts of the writing process.  (3.2.2A.13) 
Support main idea, topic, or theme with facts, examples, or explanations, including information 
from multiple sources.  (3.2.5B.5) 

 Sharpen focus and improve coherence by considering the relevancy of included details and 
adding, deleting, and rearranging appropriately.  (3.2.5B.6) 

 Write nonfiction pieces, such as letters, procedures, biographies, or simple reports.  (3.2.2B.4) 
Use strategies such as reflecting on personal experiences, reading, doing interviews or 
research, and using graphic organizers to generate and organize ideas for writing.   (3.2.4A.3)   

 Draft writing in a selected genre with supporting structure according to the 

 intended   message, audience, and purpose for writing.  (3.2.4A.4)   

 Revise drafts by rereading for meaning, narrowing the focus, elaborating, reworking 
organization, openings, and closings, and improving word choice and consistency of voice.  
(3.2.4A.5)  

 Review own writing with others to understand the readerôs perspective and to consider ideas 
for revision.  (3.2.4A.6)   

 Facts and details, and draw from more than one source of information.  (3.2.4B.2)  

 Craft writing to elevate its quality by adding detail, changing the order of ideas, strengthening 
openings and closings, and using dialogue.  (3.2.4B.3)  

 Build knowledge of the characteristics and structures of a variety of genres.  (3.2.4B.4)  

 Sharpen focus and improve coherence by considering the relevancy of included details, and 
adding, deleting, and rearranging appropriately.  (3.2.4B.5)  

 
3.3 SPEAKING:  All students will speak in clear, concise, organized language that varies in 
content and form for different audiences and purposes. 

 Respond to ideas and questions posed by others.  (3.3.1B.1)   

 Ask and answer various types of questions.  (3.3.1B.2)   

 Ask for explanation to clarify meaning. (3.3.2B.1) 

 Respond to ideas posed by others. (3.3.2B.2) 

 Restate to demonstrate understanding. (3.3.2B.3) 

 Identify a problem and simple steps for solving the problem.  (3.3.2B.4)   

 Listen and follow a discussion in order to contribute appropriately.  (3.3.3A.1)   
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 Stay focused on topic.  (3.3.3A.2)   

 Take turns.  (3.3.3A.3)   

 Support an opinion with details.  (3.3.3A.4)   

 Use details, examples and reasons to support central ideas or clarify a point of view.  
(3.3.4A.1)   

 Stay focused on a topic and ask relevant questions.  (3.3.4A.1)   

 Take turns without dominating.  (3.3.4A.1)  Develop and deliver a formal presentation based 
on a central theme, including logical sequence, introduction, main ideas, supporting details, 
and concluding remarks to an audience of peers, younger students, and/or parents.  (3.3.5D.1)   

 Prepare, rehearse, and deliver a formal presentation in logical or sequential order, including an 
opening, supportive details, and a closing statement.  (3.3.5D.2)   

 Use clear, precise, organized language that reflects the conventions of spoken English.  
(3.3.5D.3)   

 Use visuals such as charts or graphs when presenting for clarification.  (3.3.5D.4)   

 Use props effectively while speaking.  (3.3.5D.5)   

 Maintain audience interest during formal presentations, incorporating adequate volume, proper 
pacing, and clear enunciation.  (3.3.5D.6)   

 Use verbal and non verbal elements of delivery (e.g., eye contact, stance) to maintain 
audience focus.  (3.3.5D.7)   

 
3.4 LISTENING:  All students will listen actively to information from a variety of sources in a 
variety of sources in a variety of situations. 

 Listen and respond appropriately to directions.  (3.4.1A.1)   

 Follow simple oral directions.  (3.4.1B.2)   

 Recall information from listening to stories, poems, television, and film.  (3.4.1B.3)    

 Respond appropriately to questions about stories read aloud.  (3.4.1B.5)   

 Begin to track print when listening to a familiar text being read or when rereading their own 
writing.  (3.4.1B.6)   

 Ask questions for clarification and explanation of stories and ideas heard.  (3.4.1B.7)   

 Listen critically to identify main ideas and supporting details.  (3.4.2A.1)   

 Begin to distinguish between types of speech (e.g., a joke, a chat, a warning).  (3.4.2A.1)   

 Listen and contribute to class discussions.  (3.4.2A.1)   

 Develop listening strategies (e.g., asking questions and taking notes) to understand what is 
heard.  (3.4.4B.2)   

 Demonstrate competence in active listening by interpreting and applying received information 
to new situations and solving problems.  (3.4.4B.3)   

 Make inferences based on an oral report or presentation.  (3.4.4B.4)   

 Describe how language reflects specific regions and/or cultures.  (3.4.4B.5)   

 Follow three-and four-step oral directions.  (3.4.4B.6)   
 

3.5 VIEWING AND MEDIA LITERACY:  All students will access, view, evaluate, and respond to 
print, non print, and electronic texts and resources. 

 Speculate about visual representations (e.g., pictures, artwork).  (3.5.1A.4)   

 Use simple graphs and charts to report data.  (3.5.1A.5)   

 Respond to and evaluate the use of illustrations to support text.  (3.5.6A.1) 

 Use graphs, charts, and diagrams to report data.  (3.5.6A.2) 
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 Distinguish between factual and fictional visual representations (e.g. political cartoons).  
(3.5.6A.3) 

 Identify the central theme in a movie, film, or illustration.  (3.5.6A.4) 
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Mathematics 
 
4.1 NUMBER AND NUMERICAL OPERATIONS:  All students will develop number sense and 
will perform standard numerical operations and estimations on all types of numbers in a 
variety of ways. 

 How do mathematical ideas interconnect and build on one another to produce a coherent 
whole? 

 How can we compare and contrast numbers? 

 One representation may sometimes be more helpful than another; and, used together, multiple 
representations give a fuller understanding of a problem 

 A quantity can be represented numerically in various ways. Problem solving depends upon 
choosing wise ways. 

 Numeric fluency includes both the understanding of and the ability to appropriately use 
numbers. 

 How do mathematical representations reflect the needs of society across cultures? 
 
4.2 GEOMETRY AND MEASUREMENT:  All students will develop spatial sense and ability to 
use geometric properties, relationships, and measurement to model, describe, and analyze 
phenomena.   

 How can measurements be used to solve problems? 

 What situations can be analyzed using transformations and symmetries? 
 
4.3 PATTERNS AND ALGEBRA:  All students will represent and analyze relationships among 
variable quantities and solve problems involving patterns, functions, and algebraic concepts 
and processes. 

 How can patterns, relations, and functions be used as tools to best describe and help explain 
real-life situations? 

 How can we use mathematical models to describe physical relationships? 

 How can we use physical models to clarify mathematical relationships? 
 
4.4 DATA ANALYSIS, PROBABILITY, AND DISCRETE MATHEMATICS:  All students will 
develop an understanding of the concepts and techniques of data analysis, probability, and 
discrete mathematics, and will use them to model situations, solve problems, and analyze and 
draw appropriate inferences from data. 

 How can attributes be used to classify data/objects? 

 Grouping by attributes (classification) can be used to answer mathematical questions. 

 How can the collection, organization, interpretation, and display of data be used to answer 
questions? 

 
4.5 MATHEMATICAL PROCESSES:  All students will use mathematical processes of problem 
solving, communication, connections, reasoning, representations, and technology to solve 
problems and communicate mathematical ideas. 

 Recognize that mathematics is used in a variety of contexts outside of mathematics.  

 Apply mathematics in practical situations and in other disciplines.  

 Trace the development of mathematical concepts over time and across cultures (cf. world 
languages and social studies standards).  

 Understand how mathematical ideas interconnect and build on one another to produce a 
coherent whole.  

 Analyze and evaluate the mathematical thinking and strategies of others.  

 Use the language of mathematics to express mathematical ideas precisely.  
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 Use computer spreadsheets, software, and graphing utilities to organize and display 
quantitative information.  

 Use graphing calculators and computer software to investigate properties of functions and 
their graphs.  

 Use calculators as problem-solving tools (e.g., to explore patterns, to validate solutions).  

 Use computer software to make and verify conjectures about geometric objects.  

 Use computer-based laboratory technology for mathematical applications in the sciences.  
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Science 
 
5.1 SCIENCE PRACTICES:  Science is both a body of knowledge and an evidence-based, 
model-building enterprise that continually extends, refines, and revises knowledge. The four 
Science Practices strands encompass the knowledge and reasoning skills that students must 
acquire to be proficient in science. 

 Use outcomes of investigations to build and refine questions, models, and explanations. 

 Use scientific facts, measurements, observations, and patterns in nature to build and critique 
scientific arguments. 

 Use basic science terms and topic-related science vocabulary. 

 Identify and use basic tools and technology to extend exploration in conjunction with science 
investigations. 

 Measure, gather, evaluate, and share evidence using tools and technologies. 

 Communicate and justify explanations with reasonable and logical arguments. 

 Communicate with other children and adults to share observations, pursue questions, and 
make predictions and/or conclusions. 

 Revise predictions or explanations on the basis of learning new information. 

 Represent observations and work through drawing, recording data, and ñwriting.ò 

 Actively participate in discussions about student data, questions, and understandings. 

 Demonstrate how to safely use tools, instruments, and supplies. 
 
5.2 PHYSICAL SCIENCES: Physical science principles, including fundamental ideas about 
matter, energy, and motion, are powerful conceptual tools for making sense of phenomena in 
physical, living, and Earth systems science. 

 Sort and describe objects based on the materials of which they are made and their physical 
properties. 

 Determine the weight and volume of common objects using appropriate tools. 

 Calculate the density of objects or substances after determining volume and mass. 

 Predict and explain what happens when a common substance, such as shortening or candle 
wax, is heated to melting and then cooled to a solid. 

 Compare, citing evidence, the heating of different colored objects placed in full sunlight. 

 Present evidence that represents the relationship between a light source, solid object, and the 
resulting shadow. 

 Draw and label diagrams showing several ways that energy can be transferred from one place 
to another. 

 Illustrate and explain what happens when light travels from air into water. 
 
5.3 LIFE SCIENCES: Life science principles are powerful conceptual tools for making sense of 
the complexity, diversity, and interconnectedness of life on Earth. Order in natural systems 
arises in accordance with rules that govern the physical world, and the order of natural 
systems can be modeled and predicted through the use of mathematics. 

 Describe the requirements for the care of plants and animals related to meeting their energy 
needs. 

 Compare how different animals obtain food and water. 

 Illustrate the flow of energy (food) through a community. 

 Communicate ways that humans protect habitats and/or improve conditions for the growth of 
the plants and animals that live there, or ways that humans might harm habitats. 

 Predict the biotic and abiotic characteristics of an unfamiliar organismôs habitat. 

 Describe similarities and differences in observable traits between parents and offspring. 
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 Describe how similar structures found in different organisms (e.g., eyes, ears, mouths) have 
similar functions and enable those organisms to survive in different environments. 

 
5.4 EARTH SCIENCES SYSTEMS: Earth operates as a set of complex, dynamic, and 
interconnected systems, and is a part of the all-encompassing system of the universe. 

 Formulate a general description of the daily motion of the Sun across the sky based on 
shadow observations. Explain how shadows could be used to tell the time of day. 

 Identify patterns of the Moonôs appearance and make predictions about its future appearance 
based observational data. 

 Analyze and evaluate evidence in the form of data tables and photographs to categorize and 
relate solar system objects (e.g., planets, dwarf planets, moons, asteroids, and comets). 

 Compare and contrast the major physical characteristics (including size and scale) of solar 
system objects using evidence in the form of data tables and photographs. 

 Describe Earth materials using appropriate terms, such as hard, soft, dry, wet, heavy, and 
light. 

 Create a model to represent how soil is formed. 

 Categorize unknown samples as either rocks or minerals. 

 Predict the types of ecosystems that unknown soil samples could support based on soil 
properties. 

 Locate areas that are being created (deposition) and destroyed (erosion) using maps and 
satellite images. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



67 

 

Visual & Performing Arts 
 
AESTHETICS 1.1:  All students will apply aesthetic knowledge in the creation of and in 
response to dance, music, theater, and visual arts. 

 Compare and contrast culturally and historically diverse works of art that evoke emotion and 
communicate cultural meaning/interpretation.  

 Use imagination to create a story based on an arts experience that communicates an emotion 
or feeling in each of the art forms  

 Distinguish patterns in nature found in works of art.  
 
PERFORMANCE 1.2:  All students will utilize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 
appropriate to the creation, performance, and presentation of dance. 

 Move the body in a variety of ways, with and without music.  

 Participate in simple sequences of movements.  

 Create and perform planned and improvised movement sequences using the elements of 
dance with and without musical accompaniment, to communicate meaning around a variety of 
themes.  

 Perform planned and improvised sequences with a distinct beginning, middle, and end that 
manipulate time, space, and energy and accurately transfer rhythmic patterns from the 
auditory to the kinesthetic.  

 
PERFORMANCE 1.2:  All students will utilize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 
appropriate to the creation, performance, and presentation of music. 

 Participate in and listen to music from a variety of cultures and times.  

 Clap, sing or play on pitch from basic notation in the treble clef with consideration  
of pitch, rhythm, dynamics and tempo.  

 Proper vocal production/vocal placement requires an understanding of basic  
      anatomy and the physical properties of sound. 

  

PERFORMANCE 1.2:  All students will utilize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 
appropriate to the creation, performance, and presentation of theater. 

 Use memory, imagination, creativity and language to make up new roles and act them out.  

 Participate in and listen to stories and dramatic performances from a variety of cultures and 
times.  

 Portray characters demonstrating logical story sequence, given circumstances, plot, 
thematic intent, and informed character choices.  

 Demonstrate planning, persistence and problem solving skills while working independently, or 
with others, during the creative process.  

 Use vocabulary to describe various art forms, artists and elements in the visual arts.  

 Create more recognizable representations as eye-hand coordination and fine motor skills 
develop.  

 Employ basic verbal and visual art vocabularies and demonstrate knowledge of materials, 
tools and methodologies used in the creation of visual story telling.  
 

ELEMENTS AND PRINCIPLES 1.3:  All students will demonstrate an understanding, of the 
elements and principles of dance. 

 Analyze both formal and expressive aspects of time, shape, space, and energy and 
differentiate basic choreographic structures in various dance works.  
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ELEMENTS AND PRINCIPLES 1.3:  All students will demonstrate an understanding, of the 
elements and principles of music. 

 Categorize families of instruments and identify their associated musical properties.  

 Distinguish between characters, actors, and the self by demonstrating respect for personal 
space, creative movement, and pantomime skills while interacting with others in creative 
drama and storytelling.  

 
ELEMENTS AND PRINCIPLES 1.3:  All students will demonstrate an understanding, of the 
elements and principles of visual art. 

 Compare and contrast works of art in various mediums that utilize the same art elements and 
principles of design.  

 Recognize the main subject or theme in works of dance, music, theater, and visual art.  
 
ARTS HISTORY/CULTURE 1.5:  All students will understand and analyze the role, 
development, and continuing influence of the arts in relation to world cultures, history, and 
society. 

 Identify characteristic theme-based artworks, such as family and community, from various 
historical periods and world cultures.  
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World Language 
 
All students will be able to use a world language in addition to English to engage in 
meaningful conversations, understand and interpret the spoken and written language, and 
present information, concepts, and ideas while gaining an understanding of the perspectives 
of other cultures.  They will make connections with other content areas, compare the language 
and culture studied with their own, and participate in home and global communities. 

 Demonstrate comprehension of simple, oral and written directions, commands, and requests 
through appropriate physical response.  

 Recognize familiar words and phrases spoken or written contained in culturally authentic 
electronic information sources related to targeted themes.  

 Compare and contrast the use of verbal and non-verbal etiquette in the target culture with 
oneôs own culture in the use of gestures, intonation, and other cultural practices.  

 Compare and contrast the main idea and theme and the main characters and setting in 
readings from age-appropriate, culturally authentic selections.  

 Give and follow simple oral and written directions, commands, and requests when participating 
in age-appropriate classroom and cultural activities.  

 Give and follow a series of oral and written directions, commands, and requests for 
participating in age-appropriate classroom and cultural activities.  

 Use language in a variety of settings to further personal, academic, and career goals.  

 Present orally or in writing information from age-appropriate, culturally authentic selections.  

 Use basic information at the word and memorized phrase level to create a multimedia rich 
presentation on targeted themes to be shared virtually with a target language audience.  

 Describe in writing people and things from the home/school environment.  

 Tell or retell stories from age-appropriate, culturally authentic selections orally or in writing.  
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Career & Life Sciences 
 
9.1 21st CENTURY LIFE SKILLS:  All students will demonstrate creative, critical thinking, 
collaboration and problem solving skills to function successfully as global citizens and 
workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

 Apply critical thinking and problem solving skills in classroom and family settings.  

 Participate in brainstorming sessions to seek information, ideas, and strategies that foster 
creative thinking.  

 Use effective oral and written communication in face-to-face and online interactions and when 
presenting to an audience.  

 Demonstrate effective use of communication and media during classroom activities.  
 
9.2 PERSONAL FINANCIAL LITERACY:  All students will develop skills and strategies that 
promote personal and financial responsibility related to financial planning, savings, 
investment, and charitable giving in the global economy.  

 Explain the difference between a career and a job and identify various jobs in the community 
and related earnings.  

 Identify potential sources of income and their limitation  

 Distinguish between cash, check, credit card, and debit card.  

 Distinguish between saving and investing.  

 Compare and contrast advertising facts vs. advertising claims.  
 
9.3 21st CENTURY CAREER AWARENESS, EXPLORATION & PREPARATION:  All students will 
apply knowledge about and engage in the process of career awareness, exploration and 
preparation in order to navigate the globally competitive work environment of the information 
age. 

 Identify various life roles and civic and work-related activities in the school, home, and 
community  
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Technology 
 
8.1 EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 
evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and 
collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge. 

 Recognize that the number keys are in a row on the top of the keyboard. 

 Create and present a multimedia presentation that includes graphics. 

 Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using digital tools and media-rich 
resources. 

 Produce a media-rich digital story about a significant local event or issue based on first-person 
interviews.  

 Engage in online discussions with learners in the United States or from other countries to 
understand their perspectives on a global problem or issue. 

 Explain the need for each individual, as a member of the global community, to practice cyber 
safety, cyber security, and cyber ethics when using existing and emerging technologies. 

 Investigate a problem or issue found in the United States and/or another country from multiple 
perspectives, evaluate findings, and present possible solutions, using digital tools and online 
resources for all steps.  

 Select and apply digital tools to collect, organize, and analyze data that support a scientific 
finding.  

 
8.2 TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION, ENGINEERING, AND DESIGN: All students will develop an 
understanding of the nature and impact of technology, engineering, technological design, and 
the designed world, as they relate to the individual, global society, and the environment.  

 Using a digital format, compare and contrast how a technology product has changed over time 
due to economic, political, and/or cultural influences. 

 Investigate the influence of a specific technology on the individual, family, community, and 
environment. 

 Explain the positive and negative effect of products and systems on humans, other species, 
and the environment. 

 Demonstrate how reusing a product affects the local and global environment.  Collect and post 
the results of a digital classroom survey about a problem or issue and use data to suggest 
solutions. 

 Communicate with students in the United States or other countries using digital tools to gather 
information about a specific topic and share results. 

 Explain the importance of safety in the use and selection of appropriate tools and resources 
for a specific purpose. 
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Health & Physical Education  
 
2.1 WELLNESS: All students will acquire health promotion concepts and skills to support a 
healthy, active lifestyle. 

 Summarize information about food found on product labels. 

 Differentiate between healthy and unhealthy eating practices. 

 Summarize the benefits and risks associated with nutritional choices, based on eating 
patterns. 

 Create a daily balanced nutritional meal plan based on nutritional content, value, calories, and 
cost.   

 Compare and contrast nutritional information on similar food products in order to make 
informed choices.   

 Summarize means of detecting and treating diseases and health conditions that are prevalent 
in adolescents. 

 Identify community helpers who assist in maintaining a safe environment. 

 Determine possible causes of conflict between people and appropriate ways to prevent and 
resolve them.   

 Compare and contrast how individuals and families attempt to address basic human needs.  

 Compare and contrast ways that individuals, families, and communities cope with change, 
crisis, rejection, loss, and separation. 

 
2.2 INTEGRATED SKILLS: All students will develop and use personal and interpersonal skills 
to support a healthy, active lifestyle. 

 Express needs, wants, and feelings in health- and safety-related situations.  

 Compare and contrast verbal and nonverbal interpersonal communication strategies in a 
variety of settings and cultures in different situations. 

 Determine ways parents/guardians, peers, technology, culture, and the media influence health 
decisions.  

 Predict how the outcome(s) of a health-related decision may differ if an alternative decision is made 
by self or others. 

 Explain why core ethical values (such as respect, empathy, civic mindedness, and good 
citizenship) are important in the local and world community.              

 Predict situations that may challenge an individualôs core ethical values. 

 Explain the impact of participation in different kinds of service projects on community wellness.  

 Develop a position about a health issue in order to inform peers.  

 Determine the validity and reliability of different types of health resources. 
 
2.3 DRUGS AND MEDICINES: All students will acquire knowledge about alcohol, tobacco, 
other drugs, and medicines and apply these concepts to support a healthy, active lifestyle. 

 Compare and contrast short- and long-term effects and the potential for abuse of commonly 
used over-the-counter and prescription medicines and herbal and medicinal supplements.  

 Summarize the short- and long-term physical and behavioral effects of alcohol use and abuse.  

 Determine how advertising, peer pressure, and home environment influence children and 
teenagers to experiment with alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs. 
 

2.4 HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS AND SEXUALITY: All students will acquire knowledge about the 
physical, emotional, and social aspects of human relationships and sexuality and apply these 
concepts to support a healthy, active lifestyle. 

 Compare and contrast different kinds of families locally and globally.   
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 Compare and contrast how families may change over time.   

 Compare and contrast the physical differences and similarities of the genders.   

 Compare the roles and responsibilities of players and observers and recommend strategies to 
enhance sportsmanship-like behavior.  
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Accommodations for Special Education Students as Specified in Their IEP & for English 
Language Learners 
 
Access to Special Equipment and Instructional Materials 

 Calculator. 

 Tape recorder/CD player. 

 Slant board. 

 Special pens, pencils and paper. 

 Computer. 

 FM systems. 

 Communication board /augmentative communication devices. 

Class Work Curricular Procedures 

 Allow additional time to complete work. 

 Assist in organizing materials. 

 Cue studentsô attention.  

 Functional or practical emphasis (specify in IEP). 

 Limit oral reading unless student volunteers. 

 Modify reading assignments. 

 Modify writing requirements. 

 Ongoing monitoring of work produced during class. 

 Peer tutoring or partner learning. 

 Preferential seating. 

 Provide alternate content objectives (specify in IEP).  

 Provide copies of class notes. 

 Provide organizational aids (folders, schedules). 

 Provide repetition/practice. 

 Provide student a daily schedule/established routine. 

 Provide study guides. 

 Reading assistance in content area. 

 Reduce content objectives. 

 Reduce length/number of written assignments. 

 Review, restate and repeat directions. 

 Simplify verbal/.written directions. 

 State expectations clearly. 

 Teach to learnerôs auditory style. 

 Teach to learnerôs multi sensory style. 

 Teach to learnerôs visual style. 
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Facilitating Appropriate Behavior  

 Assign activities which require some movement.   

 Avoid the use of confrontational techniques. 

 Consistently enforce school rules.  

 Designate a ñtime-outò location within the classroom. 

 Encourage student to accept responsibility for behavior. 

 Ignore minor annoying behaviors. 

 Involve parents/guardians to coordinate approach. 

 Minimize situations that the student may perceive as embarrassing. 

 Monitor levels of tolerance and be mindful of signs of frustration.  

 Provide clear and concise classroom expectation and consequences. 

 Provide student with alternative. 

 Reinforce student for appropriate behaviors. 

 Speak privately, without the audience of peers, to student about inappropriate behavior. 

 Use praise generously.  

 Check for student behavior plan.  
 
Homework 

 Homework assignment book checked by special education mainstream. teacher(s) and 
parent/guardian daily. 

 Reduce length of assignments. 

 Reduced alternative reading work. 

 Reduced alternative written work. 

 Time in school to complete. 
 
Modifying Test 

 Allow open book tests/open note tests (circle). 

 Allow student to edit a ñfirst draftò on essay questions and grade final edited copy. 

 Allow student to give answers orally. 

 Allow student to type. 

 Allow student to make corrections on returned tests for additional credit. 

 Allow test to be given by special education teacher. 

 Allow use of instructional aids (calculator, computer, etc.). 

 Improve font/spatial organization of test. 

 Math tools for tests (fact chart, number line calculator). 

 Minimize essay questions. 

 Modify test format. 

 Modify the content of the test. 

 Retake failed tests using alternative strategies. 

 Test only on key concepts. 

 Time of test determined by instructor. 

 Use word banks. 
 
Modifying the Environment 

 Frequently check the organization of the studentôs notebook. 

 Help keep the studentôs work area free of unnecessary materials. 

 Monitor the studentôs use of his/her assignment sheet. 

 Provide a specific place for turning in completed assignments. 
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 Provide opportunities for movement/activity change. 

 Seat student in an area free of distractions. 

 Use checklists to help the student get organized. 

 Use preferential seating. 

 Use study carrels. 
 
Modifying the Grading 

 Allow for spelling errors. 

 Grade determined through collaboration of general/special education teacher. 

 Modify homework/class work expectations. 
 
Modifying the Presentation of Materials 

 Assign tasks at an appropriate reading level. 

 Break assignment into segments of shorter tasks. 

 Cue student by calling his/her name before asking questions. 

 Familiarize student with any new vocabulary before beginning the lesson. 

 Frequently check on progress of independent work. 

 Give additional presentations by varying the methods using repetition, simpler 
explanations, more examples and modeling. 

 Give written directions to supplement verbal directions. 

 Highlight important concepts to be learned in text of material. 

 Monitor the studentôs comprehension of language used during instruction. 

 Provide a checklist for long, detailed tasks. 

 Provide clear and well defined worksheets. 

 Provide clear, concise directions and concrete examples for homework/class work 
assignments. 

 Provide due date on written assignments. 

 Provide graph paper for math computation. 

 Reduce the number of concepts presented at one time. 

 Student qualifies for Books on Tape. 

 Use concrete examples of concepts before teaching the abstract. 

 Utilize manipulative, hands-on activities. 

 Utilize visual aids such as charts and graphs. 
 
Instructional Strategies and Techniques that Address Learning Style 

 Multi-sensory approach. 

 Stress visual presentation. 

 Stress auditory presentation. 

 Modify written expectations. 

 Provide positive reinforcement. 

 Provide support/encouragement. 

 Provide structured environment. 

 Set clear limits and consequences. 

 Use concrete examples. 

 Simplify directions. 

 Provide repetition and practice. 

 Allow frequent activity changes. 

 Provide small group instruction. 

 Reduce work increments. 
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 Set short-term goals. 

 Preferential seating. 

 Use study carrels to increase concentration. 

 Seat in area of minimal distraction. 

 Model skills/techniques to be mastered. 

 Have student repeat directions. 

 Utilize peer buddy as needed. 
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