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Testing Unit ―Big Ideas‖ – All ―Big Ideas‖ need to be modeled! 

Grades 3-6 

How do test takers manage their time? 

 Writing non-verbal cues (These need to be taking place throughout the year, 

across the curriculum) 

o Start Time – write in black marker – This cues the students to start 

planning/prewriting. 

o _____ Time Remaining - After 5 minutes, write the time remaining in 

green marker.  After five minutes prewriting needs to be completed and 

this will cue the students to begin writing their composition.  

o _____ Time Remaining – When there are 10 minutes left, write time 

remaining in orange.  This will cue the students to wrap-up their 

composition. 

o _____ Time Remaining- When there are 5 minutes left, write the time 

remaining in red.  This will cue the students to begin editing their 

composition. 

 Reading Comprehension Time Cues: 

o Start Time – write in black marker – This will cue the students to start 

reading (this should include the passage walk and question preview). 

o 20 Minutes Remaining – write in green marker - Put the time remaining on 

the board.  This will cue the students to begin their multiple choice 

questions. 

o 10 Minutes Remaining – write in orange marker – Put the time remaining 

on the board. This will cue the students to begin their open-ended 

responses. 

 Teach students to skip questions that are consuming their time and have them 

return to those questions at the end. 

 Students are allotted 30 minutes per reading comprehension story which will 

include multiple choice and one open-ended question: 

o 3rd Grade – 6 multiple choice and 1 open-ended (3 reading 

comprehension sections) 

o 4th Grade - 8 multiple choice and 1 open-ended (3 reading comprehension 

sections) 

o 5th Grade - 10 multiple choice and 1 open-ended (3 reading 

comprehension sections) 

o 6th Grade - 9 multiple choice and 1 open-ended (4 reading comprehension 

sections) 

 Use any leftover time to check answers. 
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ACTIVITY-  

1. Students should be instructed that each multiple choice question should take about a 

minute to answer.  Show students how long one minute is.  Many don’t realize how 

much time that is! 

2. Throughout the testing unit, be sure to utilize the non-verbal time cues with the 

students.  Instruct them as to what message each color is sending. 

What valuable test taking strategies should students use? 

 Listen to all directions carefully given by the teacher AND be sure to read any 

student directions not read by the teacher. 

 Perform a “brain dump.”  At the start of the test, write down on a sheet of scrap 

paper any facts or key phrases that you are afraid you might forget.  

 Read the title and take a passage walk on your way to the questions. 

o look at pictures 

o read bold headings 

 Read the questions. Underline or box key terms 

 Read the passage and underline important/ useful information while you read 

 Underline and number the answers to the questions if it’s possible 

 Teach types of questions (“find it” versus “figure it out”) 

o Find it- These are the questions with answers found directly in the 

text. 

o Figure it out- These questions require the students to piece 

together the information provide within the text.  The answers can 

NOT be found within the text. 

 Cross out the crazy answers 

 Do not leave any blank 

 Number question parts in the open-ended question 

 Number question parts in your response (above response lightly) if needed 

 Reread question and make sure you’ve answered all parts 

ACTIVITY-  

1.  Using the model passages, identify the questions as either “Find it” or “Figure it out” 

type questions prior to reading. Then discuss how the students should approach each 

question.  Go back into the text for “find it’s” and piece together the information for 

“figure it out’s.” 

2.   Perform a “brain dump”-  Model on the board what type of information you’d like the 

students to include in their “brain dump.”  For example, you might want them to write 
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any acronyms you’ve taught them to help them remember what information to include in 

an open-ended response (RACE or ADDI).   

How can you ensure a maximum score on open-ended questions? 

 Number the parts of the open-ended question 

 Teach students they need a RACE for each part (If you have already established 

an acronym for answering open-ended responses, do not introduce a new one.  

Stick with what your students already know) : 

o R – Restate the question (complete sentence) 

o A – Answer all parts of the question 

o C – Clarify with 2 details – Use an exact quote from the story 

o E – Extend to yourself (make a connection) 

 In order to ensure that students are answering each part of the question, have 

them lightly number the answers within their written response.  This should 

match the numbered parts in the actual question. 

 Reread to ensure that you have stayed on topic 

ACTIVITY-   

1. Using the model passage, number the parts of the open-ended question.  Show the 

students the model response on the projector with the parts lightly numbered.   Then 

when the students are given an opportunity to practice responding to open-ended 

questions, check to see that they are following this strategy. 

What are useful strategies when answering multiple-choice questions? 

 Cross out the crazy answers 

 Read all options prior to selecting an answer 

 Do not leave any blank 

 Teach types of questions (“find it” versus “figure it out”) 

o Find it- These are the questions with answers found directly in the 

text. 

o Figure it out- These questions require the students to piece 

together the information provide within the text.  The answers can 

NOT be found within the text. 

 Pay attention to BOLD words- Be careful of the words/phrases not, least likely, 

most likely, etc. 

Which terms should you be familiar with on a standardized test? 

 composition 

 selection 
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 essay 

 passage 

 conclude/conclusion 

 voice 

 infer/inference 

 personal narrative 

 expository 

 explanation 

 position 

 summarize 

 main idea/central idea 

 author’s purpose 

 audience 

 transitions 

 insight 

 persuasive/persuade 

 point of view 

 fact/opinion 

 RACE *If your students already have an acronym they are comfortable with, stick 

with it!  

 theme 

 analyze 

 describe 

 support 

 compare 

 contrast 

 predict 

 cause/effect 

 response 

 evaluate 

 formulate 

 explain 

 decide 

 diagram 

 Venn Diagram 

 evidence 

 support 

 oppose 
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ACTIVITY—  

1. Red binder 

2. Games such as BINGO, Jeopardy, Memory, Synonyms/Antonyms, etc. 

How can you successfully respond to a writing prompt? 

 Be sure to have a beginning, middle, and end to all writing responses. 

 Stay on topic. 

 Keep your audience in mind. 

 Potential Prompts- 

o The speculative prompt presents a brief scenario which students will use 

as a springboard for writing a story, drawing on stories they have read as 

well as on their own experiences. 

o Explanatory prompts present students with a topic based on a quotation or 

adage, or based on a familiar subject. Each is a springboard for the 

student to write an essay. Explanatory writing is used to share knowledge 

and to convey ideas and experience. Explanatory writing may be based on 

the writer’s personal knowledge and experience or on information 

presented to the writer. 

o Persuasive writing tasks elicit the student’s point of view on a given 

controversy or topic arising from interpersonal, school/community, or 

social contexts.  

 Use a variety of words and vary your sentence structure. 

 Include an interesting open and closing 

 Be sure to refer to the writer’s checklist provided- see attached 

 Tips to boost your holistic score 

o Figurative language 

o Dialogue 

o Transitions 

o Vivid words 

o Show, don’t tell! 

 Story writing  a.k.a Speculative-  

o Tell your story in a clear sequence 

o Be sure to include the problem and the solution for each story. 

o In the conclusion, there should be some sort of lesson learned, or insight 

provided. 

 Persuasive writing- 

 Very challenging 

 Requires a lot of thinking and planning 
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 Learn as much as you can 
 Form an opinion that you can develop or support 
 Collect all of your thoughts so that they are reasonable, reliable, and convincing to 

your readers. 

 Choose a subject that you have strong feelings about. 

 Your goal is to get the reader to accept your opinion. 

 Subjects should be: 

 Specific 
 Debatable 

 Stages of Persuasive Writing 

  PREWRITING 

  Gather details on your subject. 

 Form an opinion statement. 
 Form main supporting details. 

  Optional- Outline information  

  WRITING 

  Beginning-    

   Grab your reader’s attention. ***   

   Introduce your subject 

   Give necessary background information 

   Opinion statement 

  Middle- 

  Each main point should be developed in a separate paragraph. 

 Most important to least   OR 
 Least to most important 

  End-  

  Restate your opinion 

  Summarize your main points 

  Leave your reader with a final thought, or a call to action. 

 Explanatory- 
o Be specific.  Use vivid details when explaining. 
o Provide the reader with some sort of insight on the topic. 
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ACTIVITY- 

1.  Have the students go through their essay with a highlighter and highlight the first few 

words of each sentence.  If students find that they are repeating themselves, they 

should be encouraged to go back and reword their sentences.  General rule of thumb, 

within a single paragraph the students may NOT use the same word twice to start a 

sentence.  Throughout the entire essay, no more than two sentences should begin with 

the same phrasing. 

2.  Who says you need to write an entire essay each time?  Pick fun prompts/topics and 

allow the students to co-write just an introduction or closing.  Allow them to share with 

the class.  Students should be encouraged to provide feedback to each group.  This 

could easily be adapted to a game where points/prizes are awarded to the students who 

write the best opening or closing.  You could even award bonus points for students that 

use any of the tips for boosting their holistic scores. 

How can students prepare physically and mentally for the test? 

 Get a good night sleep, and eat a good breakfast. 

 When feeling anxious, take 5 deep breaths once in a while.  

 Teachers, it will benefit the students to have some sort of fun socialization 

planned after the test. 

 Teachers, provide positive reinforcement in between each section.  For example, 

“Keep working hard,” or “Stay focused.” 

 Bring a water bottle. 

 Get up and stretch in between each testing section. 

 Mints enhance brain awareness.  Keep them in your desk for break times. 

 Dress comfortably- layers work well. 

 Keep a fun-read to enjoy when you are finished testing. 
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My Friend Bruno Answers Gr. 5 
 
Multiple Choice: 

 

Item Number Answer 

1 C 

2 D 

3 A 

4 D 

5 C 

6 A 

7 B 

8 C 

9 D 

10 B 

 
 

Open Ended 
 

Item Number Answer Points 

11 See below 0-4 

 

11.  I feel that Bruno will help Rosa the same way that he helped Sophia.  When Sophia moved 

from Florida to New Jersey, it was Bruno who “stuck by her until she made new friends.”  

Sophia took comfort in knowing the bear was there for her in all situations.  As Sophia became 

more aware of Rosa’s anxiety over moving to Pennsylvania, she realized it was time to give 

Bruno to Rosa.  Rosa realized how important Bruno had been to Sophia and this made Rosa 

more comfortable with the big move.  Rosa even said, “Now I have a friend who will go to 

Pennsylvania with me!”  Just knowing that Sophia was able to make new friends and Bruno was 

with her along the way, seems to have given Rosa the confidence she needs.  As a new 

students this year, I can tell you that moving is scary.  Just like Sophia, and hopefully Rosa, 

making new friends isn’t as terrifying as it seems to be.   
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Esmeralda Hits a Homer Answers Gr. 5 
 
Multiple Choice: 

 

Item Number Answer 

1 D 

2 D 

3 C 

4 B 

5 C 

6 A 

7 A 

8 A 

9 D 

10 B 

 
 

Open Ended 
 

Item Number Answer Points 

11 N/A 0-4 

 
 
The Alien at Star Quad 9 Answers Gr. 5 
 
Multiple Choice: 

 

Item Number Answer 

1 C 

2 C 

3 A 

4 C 

5 C 

6 B 

7 B 

8 D 

9 B 

10 B 

 
 

Open Ended 
 

Item Number Answer Points 

11 N/A 0-4 
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Sir Francis Chichester Answers Gr. 5 
 
Multiple Choice: 

 

Item Number Answer 

1 A 

2 B 

3 A 

4 A 

5 D 

6 D 

7 C 

8 D 

9 C 

10 D 

 
 

Open Ended 
 

Item Number Answer Points 

11 See below 0-4 

 

11.   Sir Francis Chichester is a very adventurous man who loves to travel.  He enjoyed 

sailing, farming, searching for gold, and flying.   

 In 1919, Chichester sailed to New Zealand where he met a friend that he partnered up 

with to become “land agents and started an airline.”  This started his love of flying.    

 Another significant event in Chichester’s life was when he first traveled by seaplane to 

Japan.  Flying was still a new concept making this a very big deal, despite crashing into 

telegraph wires.  

 In August of 1966, Chichester decided to sail around the world solo, by himself.  After 

226 days Chichester had reached home.  Francis Chichester was “the first to do this- one man 

alone in a boat.”  What an accomplishment!  Queen Elizabeth even knighted him.   

 The fourth important event in Francis’ life was writing his book.  In Gypsy Moth Circles 

the World, Chichester was able to inspire people to do what they love.  He wanted his readers 

to make their dreams come true, just as he had done. 

 As you can see, Francis Chichester loves adventure.  He lived a fulfilling life because he 

did the things that made him happy. I hope to be able to live my life chasing my biggest 

dreams.  Sir Francis Chichester was an adventurous man that I hope to one day be just like. 
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The Vikings  Answers Gr. 5 
 
Multiple Choice: 

 

Item Number Answer 

1 C 

2 B 

3 D 

4 A 

5 A 

6 B 

7 A 

8 C 

9 C 

10 D 

 
 

Open Ended 
 

Item Number Answer Points 

11 N/A 0-4 

 
Conduct Code for Midland School  Answers Gr. 5 
 
Multiple Choice: 

 

Item Number Answer 

1 B 

2 A 

3 C 

4 A 

5 D 

6 B 

7 C 

8 D 

9 A 

10 D 

 
 

Open Ended 
 

Item Number Answer Points 

11 N/A 0-4 
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Writing Task 
 
Here is a checklist for you to follow to help you do your best writing. Please read it 
silently as I read it aloud to you. 
 

Writer’s Checklist 
 

Remember to: 
 

 Keep the central idea or topic in mind. 

 Keep the audience in mind. 

 Support your ideas with details, explanations, and examples. 

 State your ideas in a clear sequence. 

 Include an opening and a closing. 

 Use a variety of words and vary your sentence structure. 

 State your opinion or conclusion clearly. 

 Capitalize, spell, and use punctuation correctly. 

 Write neatly. 
 
After you complete your composition, read what you have written. Use the checklist to 
make certain that your writing is the best it can be. 
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